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Book Banning in 21st Century America
Tuesday, November 22, 2022
6:00 pm | Social
6:30 pm | Program
Janesville’s Woman’s Club
108 S. Jackson St.
In the last two years there has been an unprecedented number of challenges to library, school and
university materials and services. During the first eight months of 2022, the American Library
Association’s Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) documented 681 challenges to books, where
individuals and groups are attempting to remove materials or restrict their access. Since more than 70
percent of challenges targeted multiple book titles at once, 1,651 different titles were involved. In the
twelve months of 2021, ALA tracked 729 challenges affecting 1,597 titles. Many additional challenges go
unreported.
So, what’s going on here? Who is challenging all these materials, and why? Is it completely coincidental that all
these challenges are happening at once?
Join us as Hedberg Librarian Mary Buelow talks about the state of book banning today, the wave of organized
activism behind it, and what you can do if censors show up at your school, your library, or your Thanksgiving
dinner table. Learn how you can protect your own freedom to read.

IMPACT is published monthly
September - November
and March - July
by AAUW, Janesville Branch,
Wisconsin.
Editor –

Diane Adams
815-624-7773
rjadams65@frontier.com
Articles for the next issue are due:

February 9th
To Carole Salinas
csalinas3767@gmail.com

AAUW values and seeks a diverse
membership
Co-Presidents – Nancy Arnold
Wendy Tupper
VP Program Pat Logterman
VP Membership – Carole Salinas
Secretary –
Lea McCarthy
Finance VP –
Nancy Moskal

756-0773
449-1551
512-203-4583
201-1790
408-0123
359-3138

AAUW’s Mission:
Advancing equity for women and girls
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President’s Message
AAUW Janesville Branch has enjoyed an exciting and busy beginning to
our centennial year. Following a successful 61st anniversary book sale with
many members supporting this annual event with hands and pocketbooks,
we gathered for our second branch meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 25th. After honoring Janet Arndt for her 50
years of AAUW membership, Dr. Jill Cousino and Sara Finger examined the many aspects of Women’s
Health Care in Wisconsin, and the consensus was “yes, we are in crisis.” The evening discussion was in
direct support of AAUW’s mission: Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and
research. We had a good number of visitors, including four members of Geneva Lake AAUW, and Sue
Conley, assembly District 44 representative. Even though it was a rainy, cold night, it was a disappointment
to not have more of our membership in attendance.

Our final meeting before our “winter break”, is Tuesday November 22. Our very own Mary Buelow will
discuss the state of book banning today, the wave of organized activism behind it, and what you can do to
protect your own freedom to read. Another extremely timely program that deserves a full-house!
Be sure to carefully read this newsletter for the many activities in November, and continuing through our
winter break from monthly branch meetings.
See you on November 22!
Nancy Arnold and Wendy Tupper, Co-presidents

October Board Meeting
The board met at the Woman’s Club on Monday,
October 17. The following important decisions were
made.

Carole Salinas and Janet Arndt
50 years of AAUW membership

• Scholarship Funds
The board voted and approved the transfer of
scholarship funds from our checking account to
CDs which will significantly improve our
investment rate of return.

• Strategic Plan for 2022-2026
The board voted to accept the newly revised Strategic Plan.
(The Strategic Plan was sent as a separate attachment.) If you
are a board member or committee chair, please print the new
Strategic Plan and put a copy in the last section of your handbook.
Overview of new items under each focus area:
➢ Education &Training: Educate our members on the use of AAUW National’s online tools
including Action Network, Two-Minute Activist, and membership renewal.
➢ Economic Security: Introduce two AAUW programs in our community: Work Smart for young
female professionals and Start Smart for graduating women entering the workforce for the first time.
➢ Leadership: Promote awareness of National Conference for College Women Student leaders
(NCCWSL) scholarships.
➢ Governance & Sustainability: Increase our branch membership by 10% annually.
The strategic plan is being sent as a separate attachment along with this issue of Impact

Action Items:
•
•

Return your FP108SJ (Foundation for the Preservation of 108 S. Jackson St.)
capital campaign donation.
RSVP by Nov. 14 (5 pm) to Ann Petersen if you are planning to
Zoom for the Nov. Book Discussion.

Calendar Items:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tues., Nov. 1 (9 am) – Centennial Celebration Planning Meeting, Woman’s Club (upstairs)
Tues., Nov 1 (7 pm) – “An Evening with Clint Smith," Shannon Hall, Memorial Union, Madison.
https://reckoning.wisc.edu/event/an-evening-with-clint-smith/
Fri., Nov. 4 (5-7 pm) – 2nd Annual FP108SJ Wine Tasting Fundraiser (Call Ellen 608-754-4544)
Fri., Nov. 4 (7 pm) – Chicago Musical at Craig High School (contact Carole Salinas)
Sat., Nov. 5 (9-11 am) – Fall Clean-up at the Woman’s Club
Tues., Nov. 8 – Election Day
Sun., Nov 13 (11 am) – “Sifting & Reckoning: UW Madison History of Exclusion and Resistance,"
Chazen Museum, UW Madison campus.
Tues., Nov. 15 (1:30 pm) – Diverse Discussions at Leslie’s home, 225 Hillside Ct.
Tues., Nov. 15 (6:30 pm) – Book Discussion Heart of a Patriot by Max Cleland. Woman’s Club and
Zoom (if anyone RSVPs)
Sunday, Nov. 20 (1 pm) – Mamma Mia! at Parker High School (contact Carole Salinas)
Tues., Nov. 22 (6:00 pm social; 6:30 Program) – Branch Meeting Banning Books in 21st Century
America. Woman’s Club and Zoom. Please invite friends and family to this important discussion.
Tues., Dec. 13 (6 pm) – Holiday Soup Dinner, Pat Phillip’s home (see article)
Tues., Dec. 20 (1:30 pm) – Diverse Discussions at Leslie’s home, 225 Hillside Ct.

2023
• Sat., Jan. 14 (2 pm) – MLK Celebration in-person at Blackhawk Community College
•
•

•

Tues., Jan. 17 (1:30 pm) – Diverse Discussions at Leslie’s home, 225 Hillside Ct.
Tues., Jan. 17 (6:30 pm) – Book Discussion The Absolutely True Story of a Part-time Indian by
Sherman Alexei (Zoom only)
Tues., Jan. 24 (6:30 pm) – Zoom program with AAUW Monona/Madison (see article)
Thurs., Feb. 9 – Articles due to Carole for the March Impact newsletter

•

Mon., Feb.13 (6 pm) – AAUW Board Meeting (Woman’s Club, weather permitting)

•
•

Tues., Feb. 21 (1:30 pm) – Diverse Discussions at Leslie’s home, 225 Hillside Ct.
Tues., Feb. 21 (6:30 pm) – Book Discussion The Testaments by Margaret Atwood (Zoom only)
Tues., Feb. 28 (6:30 pm) – Zoom program with AAUW Monona/Madison (see article)

•

•

Sat., April 15 – AAUW Tech Savvy at UW-Whitewater
Sat., April 22 (10-1) – FP108 SJ Spring Fundraiser, Janesville Country Club
Fri. & Sat., April 28 & 29 – AAUW Wisconsin State Convention, Waukesha
Tues., June 20 – Centennial Celebration, Woman’s Club

November
5 – Valerie Harber
9 – Mary Buelow
19 – Alison Bjoin
30 – Cindy Jensen

December
10 – Emily
Scheunemann
15 – Sarah Korpi

January
3 – Judy Adler
4 – Edie Hendrickson
8 – Susan Fowler
11 – Pat Phillips
24 – Evon Mitchell

February
15 – Leah Burrows
21 – Sue Keeney
29 – Nancy Moskal

Public Policy
Wisconsin Elections. The campaign ads are not helping us!
See below to become an informed voter and an educated constituent.
Before Nov. 8
Search ways to find candidates’ positions on AAUW priorities.
For incumbents seeking re-election use the Congressional Voting Record on the national AAUW Action Fund
website to locate both current 117th Congress term and past congressional congress term records. Access
Wisconsin Assembly and Senate candidate records on the site legis.wisconsin.gov as well as The Wisconsin
Alliance for Women’s Health site supportwomenshealth.org which has already done the research for us.
For researching candidates who have not yet held office:
Check out the League of Women Voters site vote411.org and the ACLU site aclu.org .
The ACLU site has information on resisting voter intimidation efforts as well as disability related
accommodations. The AAUW-WI PUBLIC POLICY site has excellent information on accessing candidate
information. The League of Women Voters section “How to Judge a Candidate” presents a scorecard for
locating and determining candidates’ positions especially if they have not yet held office.
After November 8
Introduce yourself to your elected officials through email….OR….surprise them by sending a postcard! Let
them know you will be in touch regarding issues important to AAUW.
Stay tuned for the next Public Policy webinar which will present tips as well as ‘do’s and don’t’s’ for
discussions with legislators. We want legislation that works FOR us and not done TO us!

Foundation News
Fall Clean-Up Day at the Woman’s Club is Saturday, Nov. 5
(9:00-11:00 am). The grounds need to be prepared for winter.
Members from each of the clubs that meet at the Woman’s
Club participate. We will be cutting back the hostas along the
sidewalk, raking/blowing leaves to the curb, and some
deadheading. If you have any of the following, please bring:
pruners, rakes, leaf blowers, brooms, garden gloves, kneeling
pads, etc. (label with your name). Come meet members from
the other clubs. High school students who need service hours
and family members are welcome to participate.

Someone need a bit of Sunshine?
If you know that one of our members
could use a bit of sunshine, please let
Kathy Thostenson know
kthostens@yahoo.com
She is our Sunshine Chair and will send
congratulations, get-well, sympathy, or
other messages on behalf of the members
of AAUW Janesville.

Capital Campaign
You received the Annual Capital Campaign letter from Julie
Richardson, President of the Foundation (FP108SJ), and the
presidents of the five clubs that meet at the Woman’s Club
Building a few weeks ago. The Annual Fund asks for
donations to cover operating expenses (heating, lights, water,
snow removal, grass cutting, etc.). The Foundation depends on
the success of this appeal to keep the building open and
running smoothly.

IMPACT News (editor’s note)
This is the last Impact issue until midFebruary. Watch for emails about things
that may be happening during the winter
months.

Nancy Arnold,

I will be out of the country at the end of
February, so March Impact articles are
due to Carole Salinas for proofing on

AAUW Foundation Rep

Thursday, February 9th.

AAUW Programs for January and February
Last spring, members of the Janesville branch voted to change our yearly
calendar to avoid in-person meetings in January and February when winter
weather often rears its ugly head!
But rather than sit home with nothing to do on the 4th Tuesday of the month, here’s an invitation from our
friends in AAUW Monona/Madison. They have invited us to join them for their January and February
branch meetings which will be via Zoom. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear these accomplished women
speak about their experiences.

Monona/Madison Zoom Programs
January 24, 2023. 6:30 Social time. 7:00 Program.
Title: Thinking Locally: My Experience as the First African American Mayor in
Wisconsin, Plus Public Service to Dane County and the State of Wisconsin.
Presented by Frances Huntley-Cooper, NAACP Dane County.
Frances Huntley-Cooper was the mayor of Fitchburg in the early 1990s. Her family
was active in civil rights so Frances had plenty of role models. She has consistently
represented Wisconsin as a delegate for the Democratic Party presidential election
process. Currently Frances leads the local chapter of NAACP's program for high
school students. Local winners move on to national competitions held in the
summer. This year, a Madison student won a national award in engineering.
https://naacp.org/our-work/youth-programs/act-so-achievement-program
February 28, 2023.

6:30 Social time. 7:00 Program.

Title: Indigenous Journalism: Changing the Narrative about First Americans.
Presented by Karen Lincoln Michel, President/CEO, IndiJ Public Media, and
President of ICT, Indian County Today, based in Phoenix AZ.
Karen Lincoln Michel is a pioneering journalist dedicated to helping Native
American communities tell their own stories and reflect Indigenous viewpoints. Prior
to 2020, she served five years as the editor and publisher of Madison Magazine.
Karen took over ICT’s business operations two months before the 2020 pandemic.
ICT made the bold decision to launch a daily newscast to ensure that Indigenous
communities learned how the coronavirus affected Native populations. “ICT
Newscast with Aliyah Chavez” (https://indiancountrytoday.com/newscasts) is now
carried on 39 public television stations and 195 partner stations. Karen was born into
a close-knit family of the Ho-Chunk Nation and works remotely from her hometown
of Tomah, Wisconsin.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Is Back
After two years of being a virtual celebration because of COVID, the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration will be in-person at Blackhawk
Technical College in January. The ethnic food sharing will again be part of
the program. AAUW will have a food sharing table and will need
volunteers to bring food and be at the table during the program. This is a
great event for school-aged children to attend with you. More information
will be sent via email when details are available.

Please save the date: Saturday, January 14 at 2 pm.

Holiday Auction: Jingle Bell Bidding
AAUW-Janesville has a Holiday Auction every other year, and 2022 is the
year. This year’s auction will be held online like we did two years ago.
We ask members to donate an item for the auction. It can be something crafty that you make, a
food item, gift card to a local store/restaurant/service/etc. Please take a photo of your item(s) and
write a catchy description (sample below) with an estimated value. (See form attached to the
email with this Impact.) This information will be used to enter items on the 32 Auction website.
Please email your item description and photo to Pat Phillips pphillips1400@gmail.com by
Friday, Nov. 11th.
Sample Description: Enjoy the rich chocolate crunch of 32 ounces of homemade Dark
Chocolate Pecan Toffee. Satisfy your chocolate cravings with this unique melt away formula,
an unforgettable chocolate experience. Delivered in two 16 oz. holiday containers that are
perfect for sharing with family and friends or as a gift to one of your favorite people. Value $15
Your items for the auction will need to be dropped off at Ann Petersen’s home, 808 Nantucket Drive (off
Wuthering Hills between Ruger and Milwaukee) between Monday, Nov. 7th and Friday, Nov. 11th. Please
contact Ann before dropping off items at apetersen608@gmail.com or 901-652-5130.

How our auction will work:
1. Visit the 32 Auction site: https://www.32auctions.com/
2. You must create an account in order to bid. If you participated in our last auction, your account may
still be active. You can view items without an account, but there's no fun in that! Setting up an
account is easy.
3. Send the link to the auction to friends and family. The more participants, the more money we will
raise for AAUW.
4. The bidding starts Wed., Nov. 23 at 6:00 am.
5. View the items and place bids. You will receive an email confirming your bid and an email when
someone bids over you. Return to the list of items and continue bidding.
6. The auction ends at 8:00 pm on Tues., Nov. 29.
7. At the end of the auction, you will be notified of any winning bids.
8. Items can be paid for with a check to AAUW Janesville or cash, and picked up at Ann
Petersen’s home Thurs., Dec. 1 through Mon., Dec. 5. Please contact Ann before picking up
items.

Please invite friends and family to participate in this online auction. So, no matter the weather
and no matter where you are, you will be able to bid on the items and support AAUW-Janesville.
When you purchase items, you will have three options of where your money will be donated:
1. AAUW National Greatest Needs Fund (tax deductible for the amount paid above the value of
the item)
2. Our local scholarship fund (not tax deductible)
3. Our branch operating budget (not tax deductible)
Happy Bidding!
Carole Salinas, Ann Petersen, and Pat Phillips
Holiday Auction Committee

Wow! We don’t look like we’re almost 100!
Join the Centennial Celebration! Don’t miss Historical Moments presented by Mary Buelow at
each branch meeting. Mary makes AAUW history come alive with her dramatic presentations!
The history she is uncovering is also included in the Impact newsletters.
Read Presidential Reflections from our past AAUW Janesville presidents. Each past president has been invited to
share memories of her time as branch president. Ten past presidents have responded so far. Two Reflections are
included in this Impact: Sarah Mueller and Janet Arndt.
Be a witness to history. The Proclamation of our 100th Anniversary will be read at our April 25th branch meeting.
Please be there.
Save the Date! The honor of your presence is requested to the Centennial Celebration of AAUW Janesville on Tuesday, June
20, 2023. Join us for a delightful evening of sharing memories with long-time members, friends, local celebrities, and
dignitaries.

AAUW Sponsored Service Projects 1939-1941
September 28, 1939, twenty-five women met in the house of Mrs. A. C. (Dorothy)
Hough to discuss how they could become more involved in community service. By the
end of the meeting, they had a plan and a new organization, the Volunteer Service
League. It was sponsored by, but not technically part of, Janesville AAUW. The
distinction was important as it allowed all women to participate whether they were
eligible for AAUW membership or not. The group grew rapidly with this expanded
access. By the time Mrs. Hough hosted a second gathering on February 28, 1940, the
group had swelled to seventy.
The Volunteer Service League documented their “Aims and Purposes” as visiting invalid
children and the elderly sick; leading recreational activities at the School for the Blind;
making dressings and folding bandages for the Sisters at Mercy Hospital; collecting,
mending, and distributing clothing for needy school children; assisting at public health
clinics for tuberculosis, babies, and venereal diseases at City Hall; providing
transportation for special occasions; and giving stenographic assistance for “welfare
activities”. Additionally, the League’s Education Council would study local educational
resources and needs.
A final “Aims and Purposes” goal was “to raise funds for worthwhile social and health
services such as the establishment of a milk fund for undernourished children.” For this,
members of the Service League and the Junior AAUW made a big splash with two
charity shows on June 7 and 8, 1940 and May 2 and 3, 1941.
The 1940 show, “Gaieties of the ‘80s”, was a musical review where forty young people
performed 1880s-style music and comedy acts in period costumes. “The Gaieties of
1941” had a contemporary theme. A glossy 23-page program contained advertisements
from local companies both large and small – Chevrolet, Merchant & Savings Bank, Cozy
Inn, Janesville Floral, Wisconsin Power and Light, Sears, Bostwick, City Ice and Coal,
even the Faust Hotel down in Rockford – contributing another source of revenue.
AAUW’s history scrapbooks note the Volunteer Service League existed from 19391941. The end date coincides with the US entry into World War II. Different
organizations would be formed to support the war effort. Women left Janesville to join
husbands who had military assignments stateside. Some also took jobs to help the war
effort. By 1942, Janesville’s women lived in a new reality, with very different
responsibilities.

Mary Buelow, AAUW Janesville Historian

AAUW Janesville
Reflections from our Past Presidents
In recognition of our 100th branch anniversary, some of our past
presidents have shared memories of their time as president.

Sarah Mueller, president from 1968-1970
In 1968-1970, our priority was to have a successful book sale.
We kept our fingers crossed that our dry storage area where we
kept all of our books would remain that way. Then when
sorting the donated books prior to the sale, we struggled
whether to include outdated sets of encyclopedias but
eventually decided against it. We had so many books it took a
week to sort them all! Since our book sales predated cell
phones and much of today's technology, we were free to
schedule work times around family commitments and perhaps
even got some help from our husbands. Lasting friendships
were made as we worked. One such friendship for me was with
our Vice President of Membership, Virginia Douglas, whom I
still count as a friend today.
Sarah& daughter Martha

Janet Arndt, president 1994-1996
As president of the Janesville Branch of AAUW, I was privileged to work with a wonderful group of women
who supported me and promoted issues to advance equity, education, and work for societal change. We met
as a board monthly to plan a variety of programs. One memorable activity was Fireside Chats held in
members’ homes each February with a choice of three themes.
Other memories include:
• The book sales that were held in the spring at the Janesville Mall.
• Many members and I attended the State AAUW Conventions.
• Janesville hosted the state convention in 1996.
• I presented our branch scholarships to students in Milton and Janesville.
It was a challenging opportunity to be the president, but very rewarding experience developing leadership skills.

AAUW State Convention
Judy Jaggard, Carol Watson, Judi Kneece
Janet Arndt, Judy Adler, Leslie Brunsel

Book Sale Wrap Up
The 61st AAUW Used Book Sale is now history. Good History! We had
32 of our members take part in the sale, some for many hours, and some
for just a few, but important none the less. Diane Adams, Paula
Flaherty, and Evon Mitchell, Book Sale Co-chairs, were there for many,
many hours. We thank those of you who couldn’t work, but contributed
monetarily to our sale. We also had excellent help from the Recap
workers, and several Workenders. We could never do this event without
their help. We also couldn’t have our sale without the support and
generosity of Jackie Wood, manager of Old Towne Mall. If you see
Jackie, be sure to thank her.
We had many sweet moments during the sale. One man found a book
that he had been looking for, for many years. A woman found an old
Nancy Drew book with her sister’s name as the owner. Her sister had
passed away several months ago, and the book was bought for a
daughter or granddaughter. One woman only had two dollars to spend,
and was happy to walk away with 20 of the small romance books. The
strangest was a man who bought a set of children’s books along with
several other books. After he had paid, he took the books out of the box
and told me to sell them again. He wanted the box. I did sell them the
next afternoon. I am sure that there were many other special moments
that the buyers didn’t share with us.
Now, for what you have been waiting for, the final total for our sale was
$6,674.15. After expenses that will be a little less. Almost as much as
last year’s sale. We sold 54 bags of books on Sunday, a new record, and
had great helpers for clean-up. All is put away awaiting next year’s sale.
The sale will be during the same time frame in 2023 with move in day
on Sunday September 24th.

Our First Scoopie Day!
We are pleased to report that AAUW
raised $521.67 during our shift at
Culver’s on Sunday, October 23. This
amount will be added to our local
scholarship fund.

Leslie Brunsell and Nancy HansenBennett delivering trays of food.

Jane Anderson greeting
customers at the door.

A special thank you to Jane Anderson
who suggested contacting Culver’s
about a fundraiser last spring. The
following AAUW members “worked”
during our Scoopie event: Jane
Anderson, Leslie Brunsell, Paula
DeRubeis, Nancy Hansen-Bennett, Ann
Petersen, Pat Phillips, Carole Salinas,
and Sharon Straub. Thank you for a
successful day.

Book Discussion
In October, we met and discussed the book, The Rose Code by Kate Quinn. It was
exciting to have a guest join us at the Woman’s Club. We’d love to have even
more visitors and our new AAUW members join Book Discussion during our
centennial year. The group enjoyed The Rose Code and recommend it to those who
like historical fiction.
We chose two banned books for January and February, 2023. We encourage
everyone to come to our AAUW branch meeting on Thursday, November 22, to
hear Mary Buelow, librarian at Hedberg Public Library, give a talk on the banning
of books now and in the past.
Book Discussion upcoming schedule:

November 15 Heart of a Patriot by Max Cleland (Contact Ann P. by 5 pm on
Mon., Nov. 14 if you want to participate via Zoom.)
December 13 Holiday Party at Pat Phillips’ home (see article)
January 17
The Absolutely True Story of a Part-time Indian by Sherman
Alexei (Zoom only)
February 21 The Testaments by Margaret Atwood (Zoom only)
Note: The November meeting will be held at the Woman’s Club at 6:30 pm. If you
would like to Zoom, contact Ann by 5 pm on Mon., Nov. 14. If no one requests
Zoom, we will not create a link.
Happy Reading!
Ann Petersen apetersen608@gmail.com or 901-652-5130

Spreading Book Discussion Holiday Cheer!
It’s time to gather at the home of Pat Phillips, 3738 Buckingham Drive, for a Soup
and Breads dinner. The event will begin at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, Dec. 13.
The soups du jour include Brodo di Pollo con Pastina (Chicken Soup with Pastina),
Vegetarian Tortilla Soup, and Thai Meatball Soup, as well as an assortment of savory
breads. (Menu subject to change.)
The cost is $5.00. Attendees should also bring an appetizer, or a bottle of wine/other
beverage, or small dessert.
For a fun gift exchange, please wrap a favorite book you’d like to gift to someone
else. We’ll play a game to see who gets what! Be prepared to introduce your gift book
with just a hint of what the recipient might discover when they unwrap it.
Sign up with Pat at the November meeting or contact her at pphillips1400@gmail.com
or 608.436.3050 by Friday, Dec. 9.

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Update
Diverse Discussions
The initial meeting of the Diverse Discussions group was held
in September, and we decided to meet monthly throughout our
2022-23 program year on the 3rd Tuesday from 1:30-3:30. We
will be meeting at 225 Hillside Court. Our plan is to set up a
schedule of topics based on the resources in the DE&I Took Kit
on the AAUW National website.
https://www.AAUW.org/resources/member/governancetools/dei-toolkit/
The next Diverse Discussion will be Tues., Nov. 15th. All are welcome and feel free to bring a friend. They do
not have to be an AAUW member to participate. Please contact Leslie at 608 201-2100 if you plan to attend.
If you are unable to attend the sessions, you can use the tool kit to educate yourself on a variety of topics. We
will be giving short 10-minute presentations at the branch meetings and calling them “Inclusion Infusion.”
Here is an example from the Tool Kit that was presented at the October branch meeting:
Inclusion Infusion #1: Learning the difference between equality and equity
Every AAUW member should understand what we mean by equity. After all, we are the nation’s premier
organization fighting for gender equity. We fight to narrow the pay gap for women, champion equal
opportunity for women in education, and work together to support laws and policies that enable women’s
success. So, you may wonder why we have a resource on a term we’re all familiar with: Because even with all
our understanding, there’s still something we can learn.

Equity vs. Equality
Although these two words have the same root, they don’t mean the same thing. They are often used
interchangeably, even though they differ in meaning. Equality means everyone gets the same access to or
amount of something. Equity, by contrast, is about everyone having equal access to what they need to be
successful. And those needs can be quite different.
You may be familiar with Angus Maguire’s images of three
children standing on boxes to watch a ballgame over the
fence.
In the first image, each of the children has one of the samesized box: equality. However, because the children are
different heights, the shortest child still can’t see. In the
second image, the tallest child, who doesn’t need a box to see
over the fence, gives theirs to the shortest of the children,
enabling all of the children to see over the fence: equity! The
key difference here is fairness in the distribution of resources
(the boxes) to each child enabling them to all achieve their
goal (seeing the game)
Another resource explaining the difference between Equity
and Equality can be learned from this video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCS7Rus4_-Y

Membership News: We Are Growing!
In the October Impact, I highlighted the names and photos of all of our new AAUW
members in the past two years. There were ten: Ann Bennett, Ann Berger, Carol Herzig,
Raechel Jacobson, Sarah Korpi, Janet LaBrie, Lea McCarthy, Pamela Saladino, Sharon
Straub, and Jane Tucker.
During the month of October, we have grown again! Three new members have joined AAUW: Carol Meland,
Diane Dooley, and Vivian Creekmore. Welcome, ladies! We are so happy that you are part of our branch! Can’t
wait to get to know you better.
Please continue to welcome all of our newer members when you see them at AAUW events. If you have any
friends who might be interested in AAUW, please bring them to our November branch meeting, book
discussion, or a special interest activity.
Carole Salinas, Membership VP

Shape the Future
The “Shape the Future” discount program is still being offered
by AAUW National. Any new member (or an individual that
rejoins after two or more years of lapsed membership) is eligible
to take advantage of this discount. Shape the Future reduces the
cost of local, state, and national dues by 50%. Please encourage
friends who are considering joining AAUW to take advantage of
this offer. Contact Nancy Moskal, AAUW Finance VP for more
information nmoskal@charter.net or 608-359-3138.

AAUW Wisconsin
October State Board Meeting
Leslie Brunsell, Pat Phillips, and Carole Salinas traveled to
Stevens Point on Saturday, October 22 to attend the AAUW WI
state board quarterly meeting. Leslie is the state DE&I chair, Pat
is the STEM chair, and Carole serves as the Coordinator for
District One which includes Beaver Dam, Fort Atkinson,
Janesville, and Monona/Madison branches.
President, Maggie Winz presided over the discussion of the
following topics of interest to branch members:
• The AAUW WI State Convention will be held in-person for
the first time since 2019. The convention will be held at the
Milwaukee Marriott West located just off I-94 in Waukesha.
Please save the date: Friday and Saturday, April 28 & 29.
• Leslie Brunsell, DE&I chair, demonstrated a short Inclusion
Infusion presentation.
• AAUW West Suburban expressed an interest in helping with
our Tech Savvy STEM Workshop.
• The state board voted to accept the following statement of
support:
We (AAUW Wisconsin) stand with women and girls across the
world, especially our Iranian and Afghan sisters, in their right
to: education, self-determination, self-actualization, and pursuit
of happiness.

Tech Savvy STEM Workshop
Save the Date: Saturday, April
15, 2023
Tech Savvy will again be held at UWWhitewater. We anticipate over 100
students and their parents will participate
in a day of hands-on workshops led by
professional women in STEM (science,
technology, engineering, math) fields. This
is a collaborative project with AAUW Fort
Atkinson.
And We Will Need You!
• Before the event: stuffing swag bags,
making signs, organizing materials
• Day of the event: monitoring
workshops, directing attendees to
sessions, helping with set up and clean
up
Please volunteer to do your part to help
young women see themselves in STEM
careers.
Special Note: Your grandchildren or
acquaintances in grades 6 – 9 are invited to
attend Tech Savvy. Ask them now! Watch
for an email with registration instructions
in mid-January.
Tech Savvy Co-chairs,
Pat Phillips, Carole Salinas (AAUW
Janesville)
Maggie Winz, Vicki Wright (AAUW Fort
Atkinson)

State Board Meeting, Fall 2022

AAUW members on Once Upon a Midnight
Dreary... Walking Tour with Rich Fletcher of Roam
Around Tours. Carole Salinas, Sharon Straub, the Monster,
Roaming Rich, Michaele Adair, and Mary Buelow
(keeping an eye on the monster!)

Welcome, Carol Meland
Carol was born in Madison and attended the University of Wisconsin, Madison
where she received a BS in Education. She taught first grade for three years
followed by five years as a gifted and talented coordinator for the Fort
Atkinson School District. While she was a gifted and talented coordinator, she
went back to UW Madison part-time to receive a MS in Educational
Psychology and an administrative certification. The last twenty years of her
career, Carol was principal at West Elementary School in Milton.
Carol and her husband John have been married for fifty years. They met at an
antique auction while they were in college and eloped three months later. Their
daughter and her husband live in Janesville with their three children. Their son
and his family live in Madison and have two children. They spend time
together sharing their love of theater and nature.
John and Carol are passionate about the environment and are the proud owners
of a prairie they created on their 1.5-acre lot behind Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Milton. They’ve traveled quite a bit, including Europe, the UK, and Australia.
Some of their best vacations have been with good friends who are German and
live in Baden-Baden.
Carol reports that she has been “horse crazy” since she was five years old. She has owned a horse continuously
since the age of 38. She rides her current horse, Finnigan, five days a week. She does dressage and very lowlevel jumping. Another hobby is making punch needle rugs and quilts. Carol says we might be surprised to know
that she took lessons to get her pilot’s license. She really enjoyed it, but gave it up before getting her license
because it’s wasteful and hard on the environment.
Carol was an AAUW member years ago when she was a new mother. She said, “I’ve always felt that AAUW is
an organization with an admirable mission and interesting people.” When asked if she enjoys reading, Carol
replied, “I can’t remember a day in the last 65 years when I haven’t been reading a book. I read The Lincoln
Highway for the book group and loved it.” We are so glad that Carol came back to AAUW after raising her
children and finishing her career.

