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AAUW’s Mission:  Advancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research. 

  

                 Tuesday, February 22 at 6:30 pm       Zoom only 
 

                Irreconcilable Differences – Why the US Should  
                       Break Apart for a More Perfect Union 
 

            Presented by Dr. Ron Watson, PH.D., Beloit College 
 

    This program will help us think about how to solve the problems we face as a 

 country, and allow us to work with others to devise new approaches to these issues. 
 

Once again in our history, the U.S. electorate is sharply divided into opposing political  

camps, this time around an array of serious social and environmental issues for which compromise is 

practically and morally difficult. In this conversation, we will discuss one argument for clearing this 

impasse-providing these polarized factions, via the existing state structure, a viable option for going their 

separate ways to pursue radically different policy preferences. Following the presentation of the initial 

argument, participants will be split into breakout rooms to consider their own solutions to this seemingly 

intractable political deadlock. 
 

Dr. Ron Watson, Associate Professor for Political Science and Health & Society at Beloit College, teaches 

courses in areas that include the role of race in the U.S federal government and politics, U.S health policy, 

comparative health systems, health inequalities and research methods.  
 

In addition to lifelong interests in Japanese language, society and culture, Watson’s research interests 

include the politics of race and ethnicity, constitutional reform, domestic and global health inequalities, 

national healthcare systems, and public health policy. Ron is a co-founder of #Black Lives Matter Beloit and 

serves as a commissioner on the Beloit Police and Fire Commission. 
 

This meeting will be held via Zoom only. AAUW-Janesville members will receive a Zoom invitation on 

Sunday, February 20 from Carole Salinas. Guests can go to AAUW-Janesville.net to access the Zoom link. 

If you are unable to attend by computer, phone numbers are provided to connect by cell or landline. 

Program chair is Leslie Brunsell. 
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President’s Message 

AAUW-Janesville has had an impressive start to 2022! On Saturday, January 8, five members 

traveled to Fort Atkinson to attend the Fireside Chat with State Assembly Representative Don 

Vruwink, while nine additional members participated via Zoom. This meeting fulfilled two 

requirements in the Five Star National Recognition Program. On Friday, January 21, eleven members 

and two husbands braved the frigid weather to attend the Fair Maps Rally in Whitewater. In February, 

six members who will be attending a play at JPAC. Neither a pandemic or a Wisconsin winter can 

stop us from supporting the AAUW mission or enjoying time with friends! 

Ten of our members have joined our newly formed Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion study group. We 

have met twice to make preliminary decisions about how we would like to proceed. If you would like 

to learn more about DE&I, there is still time to join this group of like-minded ladies. Please contact 

Leslie Brunsell. We are just getting started with this new AAUW initiative. 

Plans and preparations for Tech Savvy 2022 are coming together nicely. The four co-chairs, Pat 

Phillips, Carole Salinas, Vicki Wright (Fort Atkinson branch), and Maggie Winz (Fort Atkinson and 

Janesville branches) have been meeting virtually since early December. Thanks to Pat and Vicki’s 

hard work, we have secured the necessary sponsorships to fund the event. All four of the co-chairs 

have been busy contacting potential presenters for the hands-on workshops for the girls and speakers 

for the parent panels. We have lined-up an energetic keynote speaker and several professional women 

who will share their stories of careers in various STEM fields during the afternoon.  

Hope to see you on Zoom for book discussion and the February branch meeting. 

Thank you for staying engaged in AAUW activities! 

                                                                                        Carole and Nancy 

                                                                                        Co-presidents 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Marr (AAUW Fort Atkinson Co-president), 

Rep. Don Vruwink (43rd Assembly District), Carole 

Salinas (AAUW-Janesville Co-president), Kleo 

Baruth Kritz (District 1 Coordinator) 

 
Front: Marianne Bardenwerper (Membership VP, 

Fort Atkinson), Pat Logterman, (Program VP) 

Back: Leslie Brunsell (Membership VP, DEI 

Coordinator), Nancy Arnold (Co-president) 
 

 



 

 

  

 

February Action Items: 

• Donate to the Memorial Scholarship Fund for Barbara Bobzien, Phyllis English, and Mary 

Hunt if you have not already done so. 

• Learn more about the AAUW DE&I Tool Kit at 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/governance-tools/dei-toolkit/    

 

Calendar Items: 

• Tues., Feb. 1 (6:30 pm) – AAUW Board Meeting (Zoom only) 

• Tues., Feb. 15 (6:30 pm) – Book Discussion (Zoom only) Four Hundred Souls edited by Ibram 

X. Kendi 

• Tues., Feb. 22 (6:30 pm) – February Branch Meeting (Zoom only) 

• Thurs., March 10 – Trivia Night Fundraiser at the Woman’s Club 

• Fri. and Sat., April 22 & 23 – AAUW-WI State Convention (Zoom only) 

• Sat., April 23 – Super Fundraiser for FP108SJ at the Janesville Country Club 

 

                                                   Saturday, April 30 (8:30 am) –  

                                         AAUW Tech Savvy 2022 at UW-Whitewater 

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays 
 

    15 – Leah Burrows 

    21 – Sue Keeney 

    29 – Nancy Moskal 

 

 

Someone need a bit of 

Sunshine? 

If you know that one of our members 

could use a bit of sunshine let Kathy 

Thostenson know 

(kthostens@yahoo.com). 

She is our Sunshine Chair and will 

send congratulations, get-well, 

sympathy, or other messages on behalf 

of the members of AAUW Janesville. 

 

 



 

  

Reminder about Memorial             

Scholarships 

This past year we lost three long-time AAUW 

members. Collectively, Barbara Bobzien, Phyllis 

English, and Mary Hunt belonged to AAUW for well 

over 170 years. They leave behind a legacy of service 

and hard work promoting the mission of our 

organization. They joined AAUW when 

opportunities for women were limited, and their 

dedication helped advance our goals. In their honor, 

AAUW plans to give three named memorial 

scholarships this spring. Some of the money will 

come from the Book Sale, but additionally we would 

like to offer you the opportunity to contribute to the 

scholarship fund in their names. Checks can be made 

to AAUW-Janesville with “Scholarship Fund” noted 

in the memo and mailed to AAUW-Janesville, P.O. 

box 8033, Janesville, WI 53547-8033. Let’s honor 

the memory of these remarkable women. Please 

submit your donations by March 31.  

Thank you, 

Paula DeRubeis 
 

AAUW Offers Project Renew 

Scholarship 

AAUW’s Project Renew Scholarship is available 

to women in the local area who are at least one 

year out of high school and are planning to further 

their post-high school education. Applicant must 

plan to attend an accredited college, university, 

technical school, or vocational program. Project 

Renew Scholarships are $1000 and are paid to the 

institution upon proof of admission and enrollment 

in classes for the coming semester or term to be 

used for tuition, fees, books, and associated costs. 

For more information, go to AAUW-Janesville.net 

and download the application 

Project_Renew_Scholarship_Application. or email 

Carole at csalinas3767@gmail.com. 

Send completed form, postmarked by March 15, to 

AAUW – Janesville, PO Box 8033, Janesville, WI  

53547-8033.  

 

AAUW-WI State Convention  

The AAUW-WI Convention is Friday, 

April 22 and Saturday, April 23. Please 

mark your calendar. It will be virtual again 

this year. So, no transportation or lodging 

needed! The convention is being hosted by 

District #5 in the northern part of the state 

and will be free to attend. The theme this 

year will be Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion. Gloria Blackwell, our new CEO, 

will be giving the keynote address. She will 

be speaking to us live (not pre-recorded). 

What a wonderful opportunity for all of us 

to connect with our national leader!   

 

 

Gloria Blackwell, 

 AAUW CEO 

 

Thank you 

Book 

World 

As Book World closes, they have 

graciously donated about 30 boxes of 

books to us for our next book sale.  They 

are also donating books to other non-profit 

organizations.  We look forward to having 

many new books for sale in the fall. 

This picture was of the first batch of books. 

mailto:Project_Renew_Scholarship_Application.


 

 

  

 



 

 

  

Public Policy 

Your AAUW Public Policy Committee continues to work for 

you. Recently, the discussion focused on how to incorporate 

advocacy for voting rights into legislative action. Minority 

women are most targeted by the actions being taken to limit 

voting privileges. We need to advocate for voting rights for 

all people and an end to barriers to participation. Hopefully 

we can work together to make certain that all Americans can 

vote, gerrymandering of districts becomes illegal, and our 

essential democracy survives. 

In December, Governor Evers along with 16 other governors, 

sent a letter to the U.S. Senate Majority and Minority 

Leaders expressing concern over threats to the nation’s 

democracy and calling for action on federal legislation to 

protect voting rights and the right of every eligible voter to 

cast their ballot. The letter specifically calls for the U.S. 

Senate to pass the Freedom to Vote Act and the John R. 

Lewis Voting Advancement Act. These two federal bills 

would ensure fairness in our elections, end partisan 

gerrymandering, modernize voter registration, and fight back 

against voter suppression efforts in Wisconsin and across the 

country.   

The Freedom to Vote Act would: 

• Stop gerrymandered election maps 

• Support continued election transparency 

• Push back against voter suppression laws 

• Protect local election officials and poll workers from 

partisan attacks and harassment 

• Establish standards for post-election audits 

The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act would: 

• Restore the protections of the Voting Rights Act of 

1965 and the federal government’s ability to respond 

to discrimination at the polls 

• Update federal law in the wake of the Supreme Court 

decision in Shelby v. Holder 

• Modernize the formula used to determine where there 

are patterns of discrimination 

• Ensure last-minute changes to voting do not 

adversely affect voters 

• Strengthen the federal government’s ability to send 

federal observers to jurisdictions where elections are 

facing threats of discrimination 

We are encouraged to consider what our branch can do, and 

what we can do individually, to become involved.   

Carol Watson, 

Public Policy chair 
 

Public Policy: Fair Maps 
 

Thank you to everyone who braved the cold 

weather to support Fair Maps in Wisconsin. 

This is such an important issue, and AAUW-

Janesville had a fantastic turnout for the rally 

in Whitewater on January 21. 
 

Participants included: Nancy Arnold, Leslie 

Brunsell, Mary Buelow, Pat Logterman, 

Nancy Moskal, Ann Petersen (and husband 

Dick), Pat Phillips, Ann Roe, Carole Salinas, 

Emily Scheunemann, Wendy Tupper (and 

husband Steve). 
 

Can you identify these masked members? 
 

 

 



 

  

Tech Savvy STEM Workshop 
 

Do you know a girl in grades 6-9? 
 

Want to introduce her to exciting careers in STEM? 
 

AAUW Tech Savvy 2022 will be held Saturday, April 30, 8:00 am – 3:00 pm on the University of Wisconsin -

Whitewater campus. Girls in grades 6 through 9 will experience the excitement of STEM (science, 

technology, engineering, and math) careers through hands-on workshops led by professional women in STEM 

fields. Tech Savvy is a collaborative project between AAUW-Fort Atkinson, AAUW-Janesville, and UW-

Whitewater. 

A slate of 11 hands-on workshops will be offered on topics as diverse as extracting DNA, computer coding, 

programming robots, analyzing light with spectrometers, identifying antibiotic-producing bacteria, and more.  

There is an urgent need to educate more girls in STEM fields. Women remain underrepresented in the science 

and engineering workforce with the greatest disparities occurring in engineering, computer science, and the 

physical sciences (NSF, Science & Engineering Indicators, 2016). Women make up half of the total U.S. 

college-educated workforce, but only 29% of the science and engineering workforce. Their creativity and 

voices are vital in delivering products and services that reflect the needs of everyone. 

Here is your chance to make a difference in the life choices of young women you know. Don’t delay! We have 

openings for 120 girls and 120 parent/mentors. Register early for the best choice of workshops. Registration 

will open in mid-March and close on April 17. Interested boys may register. For more information and to 

register go to uww.edu/ce/camps/additional/techsavvy or contact Carole at csalinas3767@gmail.com. 

 

 

FP108SJ Foundation News 
          Board Meeting Report 
 

Due to concerns about COVID, the board postponed Trivia Night until Thursday, March 10. This is one month 

later than originally scheduled. 
 

The FP108 Super Fund Raiser is scheduled for Sat., April 23. The board is still seeking a chairperson and a 

theme for this event. There are a couple of businesses that are interested in providing clothing for a style show 

similar to what has been done in the past.  
 

The Annual Wine Event in November made over $18,000. The Second Annual Wine Event has been 

scheduled for Friday, Nov. 4, 2022.  
 

The board approved the creation of a new sign for outside the Woman’s Club Building next to the front door. 

The five organizations that are a part of the Woman’s Club will be listed on the new sign. 
  

AAUW representative, Nancy Arnold asked the board if there would be any interest in purchasing a Meeting 

Owl Pro (camera and speaker device) that would assist with hybrid Zoom meetings held at the Woman’s Club. 

The only group that was interested in investigating this item was Janesville Art League. It was decided that 

Julie Dieterle, Art League president, Karen Knoll, JWCA, and Nancy Arnold, AAUW, would look into finding 

a device that would streamline hybrid Zoom meetings.  
 

Art League has placed a piece of art work over the fireplace at the Woman’s Club. They are working on a plan 

to get area artists involved with creating pieces that would be hung above the fireplace and changed quarterly. 

                                                             Nancy Arnold, AAUW Foundation Rep. 
 

https://nsf.gov/statistics/2016/nsb20161/#/


 

  

 



 

 

  

I am always excited to get my copy of Airwaves, the PBS program guide, but especially for the month of 

February. In celebration of Black History Month, PBS Wisconsin invites us to recognize the achievements of 

African Americans, past and present, with a selection of programs airing in February. I recall being asked, 

“Why do we need a Black History Month?” My response was, “Because we have been taught only White 

history. There is so much more out there that we need to know.” Here are 13 programs that will help you better 

understand Black History: 

• 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1 – In Their Own Words: Chuck Berry 

• 10 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 1 – Hollywood’s Architect: The Paul R Williams Story 

• 10 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 3 – Independent Lens: Black Memorabilia 

• 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 4 – Independent Lens: Mr. Soul! 

• 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8 – American Masters: Marian Anderson-The Whole World in Her Hands 

• 11 p.m. Wednesday, Feb 9 – John Lewis – Get in the Way 

• 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.15 – American Experience: The American Diplomat 

• 9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.16 – The Stand: How One Gesture Shook the World  

• 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb 18 – Black Nouveau on the Wisconsin Channel 

• 7 & 11 p.m. Monday, Feb. 21 – Through the Banks of the Red Cedar on the Wisconsin Channel 

• 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22 – Fannie Lou Hammer’s America: An America Reframed Special 

• 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22 – Vel Phillips: Dream Big Dreams 

• 10 p.m. Thursday, Feb.24 – The Groveland Four 

Whether you choose to watch any of these programs is up to you. If you’ve never watched PBS, on Spectrum, 

it is Channel 600, PBS Wisconsin is Channel 197, and PBS Create is Channel 196. Enjoy! 

There is also a series on pbswisconsin.org/why-race-matters and on the free PBS Video App. 

If you know of other books, videos, and broadcasts that have helped you learn about the history and 

achievements of Persons of Color, please let me know or consider writing an article for the Impact so we can 

share it with all our members.  

Leslie Brunsell, DE&I Coordinator 

 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 

 & Black History Month 
 

By the time you read this, members of AAUW-Janesville’s leadership team will 

have participated in a pilot program, “Understanding the Difference Between 

DE&I.” It’s our way of educating ourselves before offering this opportunity to 

others. Education for women was one of the main reasons AAUW was founded 

140 years ago. You will hear more about our plan to provide DE&I experiences at 

our February branch meeting following the presentation by Dr. Rongal Watson. 

There is a plethora of information available to help us learn the history we weren’t 

taught in school. Many of us were shielded from learning what our Black brothers 

and sisters were experiencing in the past. The only POC (person of color) I recall 

in our history books was George Washington Carver, the agricultural scientist and 

inventor. One resource that is available to us is PBS Wisconsin.  



 

 

  

Book Discussion  

Winter weather and pandemic isolation may be a challenge for many, but for readers 

who have a fireplace, a cup of tea, and a good book, life is good. We invite you to 

join us. Our February book is Four Hundred Souls edited by Ibram X. Kendi. This 

is an outstanding review of African American history as told in 80 short essays by 

renowned authors. Our discussion will take place via Zoom at 6:30 pm on Feb. 15, 

2022. If you do not receive a Zoom invitation, contact Ann Petersen at 

apetersen608@gmail.com  

Because this is a very long book, we have chosen 14 essays to discuss.  

• A Community of Souls: An Introduction, by Ibram X. Kendi 

• Part One – Arrival, by Nikole Hannah-Jones 

• Part Two – Elizabeth Keye, by Jennifer L. Morgan 

• Part Three – The Virginia Slave Codes, by Kai Wright 

• Part Four – Phillis Wheatley, by Alexis Pauline Gumbs  

• Part Five – The U.S. Constitution, by Donna Brazile  

• Part Six – Denmark Vesey, by Robert Jones Jr. 

• Part Six – Dred Scott, by John A. Powell 

• Part Seven – Reconstruction, by Michael Harriot  

• Part Eight – The Great Migration, by Isabel Wilkerson  

• Part Nine – The Road to Brown vs. Board of Education, by Sherrilyn Ifill 

• Part Nine – The Civil Rights Movement, by Charles E. Cobb, Jr.  

• Part Ten – Black Lives Matter, by Alicia Garza 

• Conclusion. Our Ancestors’ Wildest Dreams, by Keisha N. Blain 

 
Upcoming book discussions will be held at 6:30 pm on the following dates:  

• March 15, There is Nothing for You Here by Fiona Hill  

• April 19, The Poison Widow by Linda S. Godfrey  

• May 17, Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult  

• June 21, Lightning Strike by William Kent Krueger 

Information about format and location can be obtained by emailing Ann Petersen. 
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Another Benefit of Branch Membership 

Having been an AAUW-Janesville member for over 40 years I have benefited in numerous ways. 

Meeting and conversing with intelligent women, making new friends, learning new ideas, enjoying 

the company of others while hiking, kayaking, attending performances, art museums, creating 

opportunities for young woman with STEM programs and SAFE programs, and raising funds to 

give educational scholarships, just to name a few.   

On Saturday, January 8, 2022, I accepted the invitation to attend the AAUW-Fort Atkinson branch 

meeting to hear State Assemblyman Don Vruwink’s presentation on what’s going on in the 

Wisconsin Legislature. It was very enlightening and fun to be with a new branch as well as four 

other Janesville branch members and by Zoom with another dozen Janesville, Monona/Madison, 

and Fort Atkinson members. Those of us attending in person got an added benefit of the 

refreshments (fruit kabobs and blueberry muffins) made by Fort member, Vicki Wright. They were 

delicious! Vicki just happened to have the muffin recipe with her so I am sharing it with you. Buen 

provecho!! 

Leslie Brunsell, Membership VP 

 

 

 

Whole Grain Oat Yogurt & Berry Muffins 
 
1 cup Greek vanilla yogurt  1 tsp baking powder 

1 egg     ½ tsp baking soda 

¼ cup canola oil   ¼ tsp salt 

1 cup whole wheat flour  1 cup frozen berries 

2 cups rolled oats   ½ cup chopped nuts 

½ cup brown sugar 

 
Instructions: 

Using a small blender or food processor, grind until the rolled oats become coarse flour. 

Mix egg and canola oil in a large bowl. Add frozen berries and toss to coat with whole wheat flour. 

Combine coarse oat flour, brown sugar, baking powder, baking soda, and salt in a medium bowl. 

Add wet ingredients quickly into dry bowl and stir a few times just to combine. Gently fold in nuts.  

Pour into 12 regular size muffin cups and sprinkle with rolled oats and a little sugar. 

Bake at 350° F for 20 minutes or until a toothpick comes out clean. 

 

Vicki Wright 

AAUW-Fort Atkinson Co-president 
 

 


