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IDEAL Scholarship: Giving a Step-up at BTC
Presented by Lisa Hurda, Blackhawk Technical College
Director of Advancement & Foundation
Tuesday, November 23
Hybrid Meeting
Program begins at 6:30 pm
For young, homeless, first-generation college students from marginalized communities the costs of
college tuition, fees, books, and supplies are just one barrier to education beyond high school. If a young
person doesn’t know anyone who has gone to college, expectations and customs are confusing and
strange. They may not know about resources such as office hours and writing labs and academic advisors.
Or, they may feel too intimidated to ask for help. If they are also struggling to keep themselves fed and
housed, it can be too much for a young person to manage on their own.
Blackhawk Technical College designed the IDEAL scholarship with these students in mind. BTC first
identified the barriers faced by young first-generation college students from marginalized communities
and then pulled together a complete wrap-around package which covers tuition, fees, paid internships,
faculty mentorship, and cost of living stipend for students.
Lisa Hurda, Blackhawk Technical College Director of Advancement & Foundation will share more about
this unique scholarship and how it was launched in January 2021.
Please join us for this informative meeting at the Woman’s Club or via Zoom. If joining in person, please
arrive early for snacks and socializing before the program begins at 6:30 pm.
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AAUW’s Mission: Advancing equity for women and girls
through advocacy, education and research.

President’s Message
Congratulations to AAUW Janesville for a successful 60th Book Sale! his was the first year that the
Book Sale was held for two weekends. The Farmer’s Market outside our back door most definitely
added to our success. We had many members working from the beginning of October until Monday,
October 25th when the last of the books and tables were put into storage for next year.
Both the October Book discussion and the October branch meeting were hybrid events. Our plan is to
continue offering you a choice for attending meetings. This might be something to keep in mind as the
leaves fall and the days grow shorter and colder. We had both guests and members at the Woman’s
Club and on Zoom.
Our October program presenter was Karla Simpson from the Modern Widows Club. Karla spoke
about this nonprofit organization that empowers widows to lean into life. Also at this meeting we had
the opportunity to introduce Lea McCarthy and Jane Tucker, two of our new members. It is exciting
to watch our branch grow.
We have some exciting events coming up in November so be sure to check them out in this Impact.
There is an opportunity to get to know our Fort Atkinson Tech Savvy partners by attending their
November 1st meeting. A group of Janesville branch members will be enjoying dinner and a play on
Sat. evening Nov. 6th. Our Nov. 23rd branch meeting will provide an opportunity to learn more about
scholarship initiatives at Blackhawk Technical College.
Our Impact is full of information about our branch as well as a reminder of all the programs and
events offered to us as AAUW members.
Happy Thanksgiving, and Merry Christmas
Nancy Arnold, Co-president

AAUW’s Action Network
You provide the voice. AAUW will provide the megaphone.
AAUW provides all the tools you need to send messages to your
members of Congress, or contact your state legislators.
Send emails or texts to your legislators to fight for equal pay, family
leave, stopping sexual harassment, equality in education, and more.
Sign-up to get alerts to be able to take timely action.

Two-Minute Activist – AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881
On the website, scroll to the
bottom of the page,
complete form, and submit.
If you prefer, text “AAUW” to 21333 to
get AAUW action alerts via text.

November Action Items:
•

Check out AAUW Action Network (2-minute Activist) by clicking on Two-Minute Activist –
AAUW : Empowering Women Since 1881 Sign-up to get email alerts.

•

Support the FP108SJ Wine Tasting Fundraiser (Woman’s Club
Building). Purchase from the website before November 10 to
ensure delivery before Thanksgiving.
https://www.onehopewine.com/event/f54b8c41-5c90-4513-9732-6c74cae9a593
Notice "Foundation for the Preservation of 108 S. Jackson St."
at the top of your screen. Click "Shop to Support Your Host."

•

Learn more about the AAUW DE&I Tool Kit at
https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/governance-tools/dei-toolkit/

Calendar Items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mon., Nov. 1 (6:30 pm) – AAUW Fort Atkinson branch meeting with Leslie Brunsell
Wed., Nov. 4 – Deadline for tickets for NAACP Annual Freedom Fund virtual event.
Fri., Nov. 5 (5:00 pm) – First FP108SJ Wine Tasting Fundraiser (for those pre-registered)
Sat., Nov. 6 (9:00-11:00 am) – Fall Clean Up (Woman’s Club grounds)
Sat., Nov. 6 (6:00 pm) – Supper at Lark Sandwich Shop and Steel Magnolias at JPAC
Thurs., Nov. 11 (6:15 pm) – NAACP-Beloit Branch’s Annual Freedom Fund event
Tues., Nov. 16 (6:30 pm) – Book discussion. Zoom or join us at the Woman’s Club.
Tues., Nov. 23 (6:30 pm) – Nov. Branch meeting. Zoom or join us at the Woman’s Club.
Tues., Dec. 7 (6:00 pm) – Annual Holiday Party at Pat Phillips’ home.

November Birthdays
5 – Valerie Harber
9 – Mary Buelow
19 – Alison Bjoin
30 – Cindy Jensen

Someone need a
bit of Sunshine?
If you know that one of
our members could use a
bit of sunshine please let
Kathy Thostenson know
(kthostens@yahoo.com).
She is our Sunshine Chair
and will send
congratulations, get-well,
sympathy, or other
messages on behalf of the
members of AAUW
Janesville.

New
Members
Please add to your
membership book

Ann S. Bennett
amsutherland63@gmail.com
703-401-4704

Ann Berger
anbrgr@yahoo.com
615-830-2181

Lea McCarthy
210hillside-lea@att.net
608-408-0123

Jane Tucker
jtucker970@gmail.com
561-379-8313

60th Year: One for the record book
The 60th Janesville AAUW Book Sale is now history. Our total income of $7,262.25 is also one for the record
books. The last known high total was about $6,630 in 2007. This year’s proceeds set us up nicely for our
scholarship awards!
Thank you to the twenty-seven of our 54 members who participated on-site sorting or at the sale. Many went
above and beyond in the number of hours spent at the Olde Towne Mall. You know who you are, and we
couldn’t have done it without you.
Thank you to Pat Logterman and Nancy Arnold for your sewing skills to create bookmarks and masks which
we offered for sale. The bookmarks were especially popular.
Thank you to the several AAUW members and other friends who made monetary donations because they were
unable to participate in-person. It is never too late to contribute to the scholarship fund.
Thank you to the book sale committee and my co-chairs. Paula Flaherty was on the job the entire time, and
arranged some good deals with book sellers. Evon Mitchell was new to the job of book sale publicity and
performed like a pro. Nancy Moskal took charge to recruit a few workers on Monday that made it possible for
us to wrap up the cleanup in record time. All the boxes and tables are put away and ready for next year.
Thank you to our own pumpkin lady, Carole Salinas, who directed
customers into our sale from the Farmer’s Market on Saturday
mornings.
Next year, the book sale will begin one week earlier to take better
advantage of the Farmer’s Market crowd. The second weekend
brought in about $2,000, so we will hold the sale over two weekends
again next year. Move-in day will be Sunday, September 25.
If you see Jackie Wood, be sure to thank her for sharing Old Towne
Mall with us. She has been more than generous. We contributed to
the scholarship fund that she has set up to honor her son, Graham.
Thanks to all! We’ll be back to do it all again next year!
Diane Adams
Book Sale Co-chair

Reminder about Memorial Scholarships
This past year we lost three long-time AAUW members. Collectively, Barbara
Bobzien, Phyllis English, and Mary Hunt belonged to AAUW for well over 170
years. They leave behind a legacy of service and hard work promoting the mission
of our organization. They joined AAUW when opportunities for women were
limited, and their dedication helped advance our goals. COVID made proper
goodbyes impossible.
In their honor, AAUW plans to give three named memorial scholarships next
spring. Some of the money will come from the Book Sale, but additionally we
would like to offer you the opportunity to contribute to the scholarship fund in
their names. Checks can be made to AAUW with “Scholarship Fund” noted in the
memo. Let’s pay honor to the memory of these remarkable women. Deadline to
submit your donation has been extended to November 30.
Thank you,
Paula DeRubeis

An Invitation from
AAUW-Fort Atkinson

AAUW October Board Meeting
At the October board meeting, the chair of the
Student of the Month Committee resigned. A
motion was made by Pat Phillips to suspend the
committee. The motion was then amended by
Mary Buelow to suspend the Student of the
Month Committee for this school year and revisit
next year. The motion was seconded by Carole
Salinas. A vote was taken, and the motion
carried.
Leah Burrows,
Secretary

News from AAUW State

This is a reminder for all branch
members!

Please accept this
formal invitation for
Janesville branch
members to join the
Fort Atkinson Branch
at our January
Fireside Chat on
Saturday, January 8,
2022 at 9:30 am. We
will be meeting at the

Rep. Don Vruwink

Fort Atkinson Club. Our guest speaker will be
State Representative Don Vruwink, from Milton.
Don is a retired teacher and a wonderfully
charming and down to earth legislator. Don has
represented the 43rd Assembly District since
2017. We've asked Don to give us a legislative
update and to answer questions.
Kathy Marr
AAUW-Fort Atkinson Co-president

Your Wisconsin State Convention via
Zoom is Friday, April 22 and Saturday,
April 23!
A quorum of branches is needed to
conduct business at the annual business
meeting Saturday, April 23!
Thank you for all you do for AAUW,
Joan Schneider, State President

January Impact Deadline
Please note that the deadline for the January Impact is
Wednesday December 15th. The early date is so that
Diane and Carole can work the production of the
newsletter into their busy schedule. If you send
articles early, you won’t forget in the holiday shuffle.

Please put the date on your
calendar.
This joint meeting will take the place
of our regular off-site January branch
meeting. It will qualify for one of the
requirements for the Public Policy star
in the 5-Star National Recognition
Program. We will have sign-ups closer
to the date, and will arrange carpools
for those planning to attend.
Carole and Nancy
AAUW-Janesville Co-presidents

Meet our New Members
Welcome to Ann Sutherland Bennett
Ann was born and raised in Janesville and received her BA in Fine Arts with
Minors in English Literature and Art History from the University of Puget
Sound in Tacoma, Washington. She used her education to create art work,
substitute teach, and offer private art lessons to elementary age children. Two
years ago, she moved back from Northern Virginia to support her mother.
Her love of the four seasons in Wisconsin was another draw for her.
For about twenty-five years, she lived in various places in the United States and Europe, due to a
military spouse. She became an empty nester this year as the youngest of four children is off to college.
Now is the time for her to improve her skills as an artist, exercise (tennis & running), take time to read
and enjoy nature. She is currently reading The Warmth of Other Suns and is finding it is a much-needed
education.
Ann joined AAUW as she would like to contribute some time and energy to the community. She has a
special connection to AAUW-Janesville as her grandmother, Joanna Sutherland, was our first branch
president in 1923. When we celebrate our branch centennial in 2023, she can have the honor of cutting
the cake!
0

Welcome to Janet LaBrie
Janet LaBrie was born and raised in Wisconsin Rapids and moved to
Janesville after she was married. She attended UW-Whitewater and
received her Bachelor’s degree in English Literature and Women’s Studies
and then her Ph.D.in the same areas at UW- Madison.
In 1986, she began her career as an educator, first as a Teaching Assistant at UW-Madison and then as
an instructor at UW-Rock County and UW-Whitewater (teaching Women’s Studies full time). Her
final teaching days were spent at UW-Waukesha, where her favorite focus was minority literature. She
retired in 2013.
Political activism has been an important part of her life as she is a member of League of Women
Voters, Rock County Democrats, Allies of Native Nations, National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People and is currently President of the Red Road House. When she has time, she enjoys
reading and playing bridge. At one time she played guitar in a folk-rock group at a local church.
Janet joined AAUW to get involved in our Book Club and has already been a discussion leader at one
of our book discussions. She suggests a good read to be In the Time of The Butterflies by Julia Alverez.
She is happiest working in her garden (in the years when it actually rains), traveling (her favorite trip
was traveling from north to south with family and friends along the Appalachian Highway), and
enjoying the outdoors in her cottage in northern Wisconsin.
Let’s give a warm welcome to Janet.

Book Discussion Group
So many books, so little time.
At our October meeting, Nancy Arnold led an interesting discussion of
Stories from Suffragette City edited by M.J. Rose and Fiona Davis. We all
agreed that this was a clever way of reminding us of the dedication of those
who helped women win the vote.

November

Our book group has chosen titles for upcoming discussions. We hope that
you will join us.
November 16 at 6:30 pm. The Plover by Brian Doyle. Discussion leader:
Carole Salinas. Hostess: Pat Phillips. Your choice: Zoom in or join us at the
Woman’s Club.
January 17 at 6:30 pm. The Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann.
Discussion leader: Ann Petersen. Zoom only.
February 15 at 6:30 pm. Four Hundred Souls ed. Ibram Kendi.
Discussion leader: Mary Buelow. Zoom only. Note: We will choose
selections from this large book.

January

February 15 at 6:30 pm. Four Hundred Souls ed. Ibram Kendi.
Discussion leader: Mary Buelow. Zoom only. Note: We will choose
selections from this large book.

February

Spreading Book Discussion Holiday Cheer!
It’s time to gather at the home of Pat Phillips, 3738 Buckingham Drive, for a
Holiday Soup dinner. The event will begin at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, Dec. 7.
The soups du jour include Asparagus and Italian Rice Soup, Seafood Corn
Chowder, and Roasted Butternut Squash Soup, as well as an assortment of
savory breads.
The cost is $5.00. Attendees should also bring an appetizer, or a bottle of
wine/other beverage, or small dessert.
For a fun gift exchange, please wrap a favorite book you’d like to gift to
someone else. We’ll play a game to see who gets what! Be prepared to
introduce your gift book with just a hint of what the recipient might discover
when they unwrap it.
Sign-up with Pat at the November Book Discussion, November branch
meeting, or contact her at pphillips1400@gmail.com or 608.436.3050.

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
NAACP Banquet
Last week I received an invitation to the NAACP-Beloit Branch to join their Annual Freedom Fund event
on November 11, 2021, Veterans Day. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the event will be virtual, with sign
in beginning at 6:15 PM.
The 2021 theme is “Freedom is Not Free: Together in the Struggle.” The keynote speaker is Dr. Darrell
Williams, a 29-year veteran of serving in the United States Army and Wisconsin National Guard, including
combat tours in both Iraq and Afghanistan. Dr. Williams is currently serving as the state administrator of the
Wisconsin Emergency Management. I met Dr. Williams when he was emcee at the MLK Jr
Commemoration several years ago, and he was excellent.

An event ticket is $35 and includes your annual membership in NAACP. ere is your chance to show your
support for this organization that has been fighting injustice for 102 years. Become an ally and come along
with me to this virtual event. In the past when I have attended the dinner and the MLK Breakfast, I have
been very warmly welcomed by the attendees and the food was always great. Maybe next year we can
experience the real thing.
The deadline for tickets is November 4th. For more information call the Beloit Chapter of the NAACP at
(608) 365-1881 or email beloitnaacp@gmail.com. Once you have purchased your ticket you will be sent a
link to join the event online or by phone.

United Way 21 Week Challenge
At the joint LWV and AAUW-Janesville meeting last week, Judy Adler informed us of another resource to
educate ourselves about DE&I from home. If you have a computer, you have another free way to become
informed about Diversity, Equity & Inclusion. The challenge is to spend time each week learning and
getting a better understanding of the equity issues we face in Wisconsin. United Way of Wisconsin is
hosting a second 21-Week Equity Challenge that started August 9, 2021 and runs through January 17, 2022.
You can sign up now and receive weekly links to articles, videos, and more about a specific topic. The 9th
week started this past Monday; however, you can sign on to www.unitedwaywi.org and find the topics for
the first 8 weeks. Topic for week #9: Microaggressions.

AAUW DE&I Tool Kit
To learn more about this valuable tool kit and get in line with branches across the state and nation, log into
https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/governance-tools/dei-toolkit/

Please read the first three sections:
1. AAUW’s Commitment to Inclusion and Equity
2. Getting Started with Difficult Conversations
3. Key Terms & Concepts
There will be a non-threatening quiz at our November branch meeting. Prizes awarded!

Ramona Hohenstein and Barbara Bobzien’s
daughters stopped by our sale on Friends and
family day.

Wendy Tupper and our speaker, Karla
Simpson

We are getting the hang of this
hybrid meeting thing.

