Impact
American Association of University Women
Volume 34 No 1
September 2018

September 2020

The Changing Landscape of Title IX
Tuesday, September 22, 2020
7:00 PM – Zoom

Title IX prohibits sex-based discrimination and sexual
misconduct at K-12 schools and colleges. New regulations
have dramatically changed the Title IX landscape. In May
2020, the Department of Education issued an extremely
harmful rule designed to substantially weaken Title IX.
Please join us as Josh Vollendorf, MS, MSE, CHRS,
Director of Compliance at Gateway Technical College,
discusses recent changes imposed by regulation and what
these changes mean for schools, colleges, and universities.

Someone need a bit of Sunshine?
If you know that one of our members could use a bit of
sunshine please let Kathy Thostenson know
(kthostens@yahoo.com).
She is our Sunshine Chair and will send congratulations, getwell, sympathy, or other messages on behalf of the members
of AAUW Janesville.
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Articles for the next issue are due:

September 23
To Diane

AAUW’s Mission: Advancing equity for women and girls
through advocacy, education and research.

President’s Message
Welcome Back to AAUW 2020-2021!
There have been so many challenges in 2020, as well as many uncertainties as we approach 2021. Women
are resilient and innovative. Even those of us who consider ourselves not very computer/technologically
savvy have discovered Zoom.
We closed our 2019-2020 AAUW year with a Zoom meeting where we introduced our scholarship
recipients, honored our retiring officers, and presented the new officers for 2020-2021. Our book discussion
group has been using Zoom throughout the summer. However, we all miss the yummy potlucks.

The Women's Club building is currently closed until September 28. AAUW National is strongly urging
local branches to delay in-person meetings at least until the end of 2020.
Our board is encouraging all AAUW members to attend our Zoom meetings. If you are uncertain about
how to do this, please contact Carole Salinas or Nancy Arnold for assistance. A few of our book discussion
members have gathered at other members’ homes to join a Zoom meeting. Of course we encourage you to
make these arrangements according to your safety and comfort levels.
Our program committee has created an interesting and informative calendar of programs that can be offered
on Zoom (in the fall) and in-person if possible in 2021. Please consider inviting women you know to attend
our meetings to learn more about AAUW as well as enjoy our programs. When you receive your Zoom
invite, you can forward the email to friends. With Zoom you do not even have to leave your homes. In fact,
you can join us in your pajamas (with reasonable discretion of course). This may be a boon once daylight
dwindles and the temperatures drop.
These crazy times are creating a greater challenge to our membership numbers. AAUW has a great mission
of: advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research. We in the
Janesville Branch want to continue this mission and grow our membership. We are encouraging every
member to think about friends you might reach out to that could benefit and enjoy joining our Janesville
Branch of AAUW. If you have suggestions for increasing our membership, please share them with a board
member. We need everyone to join in these efforts.
Even if the terrain looks different, we are excited about beginning another year in AAUW.
Nancy Arnold
Co-President

Calendar Items:
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, Sept. 10 (9:00 am) - Rotary Botanical Gardens outing
Friday, Sept. 11 (5:30 pm) – Rotary Botanical Gardens outing
Tuesday, Sept. 15 (7:00 pm) – Book Discussion via Zoom (The Dutch House by Ann Patchett)
Tuesday, Sept. 22 (7:00 pm) – Branch Meeting via Zoom (The Changing Landscape of Title IX)
Please feel free to forward the Zoom invite to friends who might enjoy participating.
Wednesday, Sept. 23 – October Impact articles due to Carole Salinas for proofreading

Operating Budget

Please take a minute to review our
proposed budgets for the 2020 – 2021.
We will be discussing and voting to
approve our budget as part of the
September branch meeting.
Scholarship
Income
2019 Booksale
Local Scholarship
Donations
from reserves
Total Income

Budget

$4,624.60

103%

$245.00
($369.60)

5%
-8%

$4,500.00

100%
5%

Expenses
committee Expenses
$500.00
Project Renew Scholarships
High School Scholarships
$4,000.00
Total Expenses

%
budget

$4,500.00

11%
89%
100%

Income
Branch Dues (43)+7
Honorary
Ad Sales (6)@$35
Branch operating expense
donation
Woman's Club fee (39)
Special Projects donation
Reserves
Total Income
Expenses
Branch Administration
Communication/Social
Media
Impact Newsletter
Membership
National/State
Conventions
Prog/Membership Book
Programs
Public Policy
Social
Woman's Club fee (39)
Total Expenses

Meet Ann Petersen,
Resolutions Chair
News from
AAUW-WI

Ann Petersen will be representing our
Janesville Branch on the state AAUW board
as the chair of the Resolutions Committee. She
will hold this position from 2020-2022. When
Wisconsin branches of the AAUW submit
policy resolutions to this committee, the
resolutions are discussed, and, if approved, are
presented to the membership at the next
AAUW Wisconsin Convention. Ann says, “It
is my honor and privilege to represent
AAUW-Janesville on the state board of
AAUW-Wisconsin. I am looking forward to
meeting the other board members in person.
So far, all the meetings have taken place via

FY 21
Budget

% of
budget

$559.00
$210.00
$210.00

21%
8%

$124.00
$975.00

5%
37%

$772.00

29%

$2,640.00

100%

$200.00

8%

$300.00
$40.00
$200.00

11%
2%
8%

$400.00
$150.00
$300.00
$25.00
$50.00
$975.00

15%
6%
11%
1%
2%
37%

2,640.00

100%

Thank You for Your Donations
Numerous Janesville branch members made generous
donations when renewing their AAUW membership
for 2020-2021.

•

•
•
•

Seven members earmarked their
donations of $320 for our local
scholarship fund.
Six members donated to our branch needs
(operating budget) totaling $84.
One member donated to AAUW-National
Greatest Needs Fund.
Several members supported our branch
by securing ads for the Impact.

Everyone’s generous support is sincerely appreciated.

September Birthdays
2 – Diane Adams
10 – Carole Salinas
18 – Wendy Tupper

We Will Miss You!
We are sad that the following members have
decided not to rejoin AAUW: Kay Deupree, Chris
Flottum, Carole Kies, Jane LeFevre, and Becky
Thompson. We thank them for their past years of
membership and support, and we will miss their
special talents. We hope to continue our friendships
with them and want them to feel welcome to be a
guest at any of our programs.

Pledge Drive for AAUW Scholarship
Fund
For the past 59 years, the AAUW-Janesville has raised
funds through an annual Used Book Sale to provide
scholarships for local graduates. Last year four $1000
scholarships were awarded to local students. This year, we
voted to cancel our Used Book Sale to ensure the safety of
our members and customers.
Nancy Arnold presented an idea to raise funds for
scholarships with the sale of beautiful yard signs
encouraging voting and celebrating the 100th anniversary
of the 19th Amendment. We have currently sold 100 yard
signs, designed by Diane Adams. The signs will available
for a pledge of $20.00 or more to the AAUW Scholarship
Fund.
Additionally, Pat Logterman has designed handmade face
masks with a voting motif that we are selling for $10.00.
We have already sold over 35 masks and more are being
made. To make a pledge and pre-order a yard sign or a
mask, contact Nancy Arnold at nancy@mssw@aol.com or
608-756-0773 by September 13. Please include your
name, phone number, email address, and amount of your
pledge. You can pick up your sign and mask at the
Woman’s Club on Sat., Sept. 19 from 10:00 to 12:00.
So far, we have raised $3,250.00. We would like to get to
$4000.00 in order to give four scholarships this spring.

Special Interest Activity – Lunch in Palmer Park
AAUW members met for a socially – distanced
picnic lunch in Palmer Park

26 signs were sold at the August celebration
of the 19th Amendment. Get your order in
soon if you want a sign, or mask. There are
currently 24 left.

Four AAUW Scholarships Awarded
AAUW scholarships are funded by proceeds from our annual used book sale. We thank our members who worked
long hours at Olde Towne Mall to make our sale a success. We also thank those in the community who donate
books, make purchases, and cash donations at our sale. We are delighted to be able to return that support in the form
of scholarships to local students.

Abbie Krause, an
Edgerton High School
graduate, will major in
Animal Science, at
University of WisconsinRiver Falls. Abbie’s goal is
to work in veterinary
science. Abbie received the
Mary Hunt Tribute
Scholarship.

Olivia Luster, a Craig
High School graduate,
intends to major in
Communications and
Music Education at
Luther College in
Decorah, Iowa. The Karel
Cripe Tribute Scholarship
was presented to Olivia.

Marissa Lambert, a Parker
High School graduate, plans
to study nursing at
Edgewood College in
Madison, WI. Marissa was
the recipient of the AAUWJanesville 95th Anniversary
Scholarship.

Meghan Price, a Milton
High School graduate,
plans a major in political
science and journalism at
the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
Meghan received the
Barbara Bobzien Tribute
Scholarship.

2020-2021 Diversity Action Team Program Schedule
Here is the schedule and topics for the Diversity Action Team of Rock County. All 2020-2021 programs will
be on Zoom. We won’t have the descriptions and sign-in information for the September and October
programs until after this Impact has been mailed to you. I will be emailing the invitations to all members as
a separate mailing prior to September 17.
Leslie Brunsell, Diversity Outreach Chair
608 201 2100
Sept. 17 – Working Together When COVID-19 and Racial Disparities Meet
Oct. 15 – So You Think You Can Vote?
Nov. 19 – We’re Still Here—WI Native Perspectives for the 21st Century
Dec. 17 – View from the Margin (Life in the Non-Majority)
Jan. ? – Martin Luther King, Jr Commemoration
Feb. 18 – Coming Out: Moving Forward
Mar. 18 – The Color of Money (Supporting Minority-Owned Businesses)
April 15 – The Lasting Effects of Eviction
May 20 – Nervous Stomachs—Breakdowns in Health and Food System

Membership
In our 2018 strategic plan, we set an ambitious goal to have 100 branch
members by our 100th Branch Birthday celebration in 2023. We had 54
members, and I figured if each member brought in a new member by 2023,
we would have exceeded our goal and doubled our membership to 108!!!
Piece of cake… right?
Those who attended the September 2018 branch meeting were asked to join the “Membership Team” as
some of our members crashed through a paper banner into our meeting area wearing Green Bay Packer
jerseys. It may have seemed a little silly, but it was our way of letting you know that each of you is needed
on the team if we are to remain a viable organization. We asked that you create an “elevator speech” that
you could use to tell prospective members about AAUW. We asked you why you joined AAUW and what
have been the benefits of being a member. You were asked to bring prospective members to our branch
meetings and interest groups.
Over the last two program years we gained 10 new members and lost 14. We are almost halfway to our
centennial year and our membership stands at 50. Now to meet our goal every member needs to bring in
one new member and no current member can die, move away, or drop their membership.
When Carole asked if I would consider a second 2-year term as Membership VP, I said I would. I really
wanted to meet the goal of 100 by 2023, and then the coronavirus came along. Covid-19 will make it
difficult to bring prospective members to the Woman’s Club, but you can invite someone to join Zoom
meetings as well as Book Club. There are also those who have dropped their membership because they
were too busy, and now they may be looking for some great programming or connection outside their
home.
At our Zoom meeting in May, I was presented with a small green plant as a symbol of my job as
Membership VP. It was my task to nurture the plant and help grow our branch. The photo shows how the
small green plant has produced beautiful pink and white petunias surrounded by small white Scaveola
blossoms in my great grandmother’s Redwing crock. The petunias represent you as branch members, and
the blossoms are potential AAUW members (either new or former members). We need each Petunia to
search out five Scaveola fan blossoms to meet our goal. Like the song sung by Chita Rivera in my favorite
musical “Chicago”….”I CAN’T DO IT ALONE.”
Before our September meeting, I would like to receive from you the names of five people you will contact
and talk with about AAUW. Plant the seed. If they show interest, invite them to attend our Zoom meeting
on September 22. Once this pandemic is over, we can have an in-person new member event. I hope it is
soon.
Happy hunting & Stay safe,
Leslie Brunsell, Membership VP

Fall Book Discussions
Your AAUW Book Discussion invites you to join us this fall by reading
along with us and by ZOOMing with us as we discuss the following
books. In September, we will read the Pulitzer Prize finalist, The Dutch
House written by Ann Patchett. This book is available in hardbound,
large print, ebook, and audiobook (read by Tom Hanks.). Leah Burrows
will lead our Zoom discussion on September 15 at 7 pm.
In October, we will be reading The Whole Town’s Talking by Fannie
Flagg. This book is available in paperback, hardbound, large print, and
audiobook (read by the author.) This gentle and funny book will remind
you of the Thornton Wilder play, Our Town. The perfect antidote to
2020 stress. Ann Petersen will lead the discussion on October, 20 via
Zoom at 7 pm.
If you have not been to the Woman’s Club
lately, please drive by and see the new
flagpole which was installed this summer.
The flagpole was a gift from Janesville
Chapter DAR, Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 236, VFW Kienow-Hilt
Post 1621, VFW Auxiliary Kienow-Hilt
Post 1621, and Veterans United for
Veterans. Thank you to Leah Burrows and
Pat Phillips who were instrumental in
coordinating this project.

In November, we will read The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. This
award winning young adult novel is recommended to all who wish to
gain a better understanding of the Black Lives Matter movement. Our
Zoom discussion will take place on November 17 at 7 pm and be led by
Judy Adler. You can find paperback, hardbound, ebook, and audiobook
editions, as well as a video of this title.
ZOOM invitations will be sent the morning of the meeting. If you have
not been receiving invites, please send an email to Ann Petersen,
apetersen608@gmail.com. We invite you to join all or some of the
monthly discussions. Enjoy your reading.

Public Policy Day
I have just finished attending the first sessions of the inaugural AAUW virtual Public Policy Day. The organizers are to
be commended for all the planning and work that went into this event in our uncertain times.
Tonight’s sessions covered Fair Redistricting and Public Education. Carlene Bechen from Fair Maps WI discussed how
fair redistricting has gained bipartisan support across the state, and how we can assist in changing the way district maps
are drawn. Gerrymandering is not a new phenomenon, but the public is finally understanding its significance and truly
wants to do something about it. Carlene’s presentation was interesting and informative and was recorded. You can visit
the AAUW-WI website to view it.
Denise Gaumer Hutchison of the Wisconsin Public Education Network (WPEN) spoke about our ability to influence
great public education without offering vouchers to private institutions. She simplified the incredibly complex topic of
school funding and explained what the voucher system has done to make that even more problematic for the public
schools. She had startling facts and figures to share. Her presentation is also available at AAUW-wi.aauw.net
The Thursday night sessions (8/27) will discuss how to be an informed voter and how we can help get out the vote
(GOTV) in the midst of a pandemic and a time of uncivil discourse. All sessions will be made available on the state
website.
Again, the significance of this election is not lost on any of us. It is our job to be informed citizens and AAUW gives us
many options for that information.
Carol Watson
Public Policy Chair

News from AAUW-National
Meet Kimberly Churches, AAUW Chief Executive Officer

Kimberly Churches is the chief executive officer of the American
Association of University Women (AAUW), a leading voice in
advancing equity for women and girls through research, advocacy, and
education. Prior to joining AAUW, Kim was the managing director of
the Brookings Institution, an internationally recognized public policy
think tank. In that capacity, she strategically guided Brookings,
providing vision and problem-solving skills while focusing on
expansive partnerships, external relations, and advancement.
Kim also served as associate vice chancellor at the University of Denver, a director of development at the
University of North Florida, and a division director at the American Heart Association. Kim is widely
recognized for her success at working collaboratively in education, as well as for capacity-building for
grassroots groups and national and international.
In addition to her work at AAUW, Kim serves as the board treasurer of 1455, a new center for the literary
arts in Virginia. She is a board member of DC Girls Baseball, a competitive baseball league for girls ages
nine to 18. Kim also serves as a director on the board of the Leadership Conference on Civil & Human
Rights, and is a member of the International Women’s Forum of Washington, D.C., and the Association
of Fundraising Professionals.
With her pragmatic approach, Kim is a dynamic and sought-after speaker at national conferences and
conventions in many industries. She is regularly interviewed by top national media outlets and her
insights on how to advance gender equity are routinely quoted in the New York Times, the Washington
Post, USA Today and more. She has also written for national media outlets, including CNN, The Hill, and
Fortune, and she is a columnist for MSNBC’s Know Your Value website.

When you see an email in your inbox from Kimberly Churches, please read it to stay
informed about the latest information from AAUW–National.
Come Enjoy the Buzzworthy Bees and the Autumn Flowers
Come visit Rotary Botanical Gardens in all its splendor, as well as the Buzzworthy Bee Art in the Garden Exhibit on
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 9:00 am or Friday, Sept. 11 at 5:30 pm. Nancy Moskal can host the first two guests who register
with her RBG membership each day. Otherwise there is an entrance fee of $6 for 65 yrs. and over and $7 for under 65
yrs. Admission is free to those with a current RBG membership.
Nancy hopes members will join her on this walking Botanical Garden Tour. There will be options to rest on benches
or to shorten the tour as needed. If weather conditions are undesirable, you will be notified one hour prior to the event
and the event(s) will be rescheduled.
Please visit https://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/visit-the-gardens/ to read their COVID guidelines.
Please RSVP to Nancy. Leave your name, phone number, date you plan to attend, and indicate whether you are a
member of RBG. This is a good opportunity to invite a friend who might be interested in meeting some of our
AAUW members.
Nancy Moskal
Nmoskal@charter.net 608-359-3138

AAUW-National
Five-Star Branch Recognition Program (20192020)
AAUW-Janesville was recognized as a Three-Star branch by AAUW
National. Congratulations to all of our members who helped us
achieve this award.

Focus Area
Programs
(all are required)
Advancement
(2 are required)

Communications
& External
Relations (all are
required)

Public Policy &
Research
(States that do not
have annual
legislative
calendars are only
required to
complete two.)
Governance &
Sustainability
(all are required)

Requirements
Goal A: Host 3-5 strategic plan-related programs
Goal B: Complete Community Mapping Activity
Goal A: $30 per member raised for AAUW Greatest Needs
Fund
Goal B: Increased Greatest Needs Giving by 25%
Goal C: Retain 90% of your branch membership and submit
dues by September 30.
Goal D: Increase the number of Legacy members in your
branch by 10%
Goal A: All existing websites and social media presences
include an Economic Security Focus and Work Smart Online
(on home page).
Goal B: Monthly posts are required for social media

Compl
eted
X
X

X

X
X

Goal A: Annual branch meeting with a legislator

X

Goal B: Branch Public Policy Chair
Goal C: Host at least one event where Action Network sign-ups
are collected or promote the Action Network on your website.

X

Goal A: Align planning with state and AAUW national
strategic plans.
Goal B: Branch board institutes a succession plan to ensure new
ideas and perspectives are included in the future leadership
(Complete Succession Plan Template which included officer
exit interviews)

X

X

Star
Awarde
d

Branch Officers and Committee Chairs for 2020-2021
Officers

Name

Phone

Email

Co-President

Carole Salinas

608-201-1790

csalinas3767@gmail.com

Co-President

Nancy Arnold

608-756-0773

nancymssw@aol.com

Finance VP

Nancy Moskal

608-359-3138

nmoskal@charter.net

Membership VP

Leslie Brunsell

608-752-2100

lrbrunsell@aol.com

Program VP

Pat Logterman

512-203-4583

pat.logterman512@gmail.com

Secretary

Leah Burrows

608-752-8023

leahrae11@yahoo.com

Communications

Pat Phillips

608-436-3050

pphillips1400@gmail.com

Diversity

Leslie Brunsell

608-752-2100

lrbrunsell@aol.com

Impact Editor

Diane Adams

608-289-7002

rjadams65@frontier.com

Public Policy

Carol Watson

608-751-3662

bcwatson@charter.net

STEM

Pat Phillips

608-436-3050

pphillips1400@gmail.com

STEM
Resolutions Chair
(State Board)

Carole Salinas

608-201-1790

csalinas3767@gmail.com

Ann Petersen

901-652-5130

apetersen608@gmail.com

Book Discussion

Ann Petersen

901-652-5130

apetersen608@gmail.com

Book Sale Co-chair

Diane Adams

608-289-7002

rjadams65@frontier.com

Book Sale Co-chair

Paula Flaherty

608-290-1911

pfaherty2003@hotmail.com

Book Sale - Publicity

Ann Petersen

901-652-5130

apetersen608@gmail.com

Foundation Rep.

Carole Salinas

608-201-1790

csalinas3767@gmail.com

Historian

Mary Buelow

608-754-0588

buelow_m@msn.com

Interest Groups

Carole Salinas

608-201-1790

csalinas3767@gmail.com

Scholarship

Lisa Peterson

608-751-8773

lpeterson@janesville.k12.wi.us

Social

Wendy Tupper

608-449-1551

snwtupp@gmail.com

Student of the Month
Sunshine

Ann Reilly
Kathy Thostenson

608-757-1561
608-754-7311

reillyap2015@gmail.com
kthostens@yahoo.com

Committee Chairs

