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                          We don’t want Red maps.  
                          We don’t want Blue maps. 
                               We want Fair maps.  

 

             Sponsored by: Janesville Branch of  
       the American Association of University Women 
       and the League of Women Voters of Janesville 
                   October 27, 2020, 7:00 pm 
 

Every ten years the United States Census counts every person once, only once, and in the right place. The 

following year each state uses those census numbers to draw maps for legislative districts where each 

elected official represents an equal number of people. When those maps are drawn in a fair impartial 

process, everyone’s voice is heard and democracy works. But when the lines on the map are drawn to favor 

those in power, the democratic process gets skewed in subtle and profound ways. 

Join us Tuesday, October 27 at 7:00 pm as Matt Rothschild of the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign 

presents information about gerrymandering. Learn techniques used to tilt districts in favor of one party over 

another (Wisconsin toward the Republicans; Illinois toward the Democrats) and how gerrymandering drives 

today’s political polarization. Discover gerrymandering’s hidden costs and explore alternative methods for 

creating legislative districts, such as the Iowa model. Find out about citizen campaigns to end 

gerrymandering. You can help bring fair maps to Wisconsin! 
 

Contact Carole (csalinas3767@gmail.com) or Pat (pphillips1400@gmail.com) for a Zoom invite. 
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President’s Message 
 

We launched our 2020-2021 AAUW year with our first meeting on Tuesday, September 22nd. Our 

speaker was Josh Vollendorf, director of Compliance at Gateway Technical College. Josh came to 

us from his home office via Zoom. Josh spoke about new regulations for Title IX, and how these 

changes are affecting schools, colleges, and universities. He provided an overview of Title IX and 

how the new changes have impacted his position as well as those he serves at Gateway. 

One change that Josh spoke of was the availability for persons to receive supportive measures 

without having to make a formal complaint. Josh also said that COVID has definitely had an impact 

on the number of complaints that he has received. Pat Phillips, Communication Chair, accepted 

questions through chat so we were able to have a Q and A period during the meeting. There were 18 

persons who "attended" the Zoom meeting including one person without a computer who joined via 

her phone.  

Our short business meeting followed. The 2020-2021 scholarship and operating budgets were 

presented and both were accepted with a vote by those attending. It is so exciting that our Vote sign 

and mask sale was a great success, and we will be able to offer scholarships in May.  

We are looking forward to a stimulating year with interesting meetings and safe virtual gatherings. 

We are proving that we will prevail even in the face of COVID. Please join us in these Zoom 

meetings. It is so good to see everyone and interact with each other. If you are uncertain about using 

Zoom, please give us a call or email, and we will give you a hand.  

                                                                          Nancy Arnold 

                                                                          Co-President 
 

 

Calendar Items: 
• Thursday, Oct. 1 (11:00 am) – Rotary Botanical Gardens outing 

• October TBD (11:30 am ) – Lunch in Palmer Park (Watch for email with date) 

• Tuesday, Oct. 20 (7:00 pm) – Book Discussion via Zoom (The Whole Town’s Talking by 

Fannie Flagg) 

• Tuesday, Oct. 27 (7:00 pm) – Branch Meeting via Zoom; Fair Maps: How Gerrymandering 

Impacts Voting Outcomes in Wisconsin. Please feel free to forward the Zoom invite to 

friends who might enjoy participating. 

• Wednesday, Oct. 28 – October Impact articles due to Carole Salinas for proofreading 

 

 

 

 

   October Birthdays 
        7 – Faye Andrews 

        7 – Nancy Hansen-Bennett 

        9 – Joan Malin 

       24 – Janet Arndt 

 

 

 

Please Welcome our New Advertiser 



 

  

Membership: Why I joined AAUW and what it has done for me. 
By Leslie Brunsell 

 

About 43 years ago I became a divorced single parent teaching second graders at St. Mary’s School. The 

mother of one of my students invited me to a “Fireside” AAUW gathering at the home of Carol 

Campbell. The program was on flower arranging, and I met and was welcomed by several college 

educated women, the majority educators or former educators. It was a very positive experience, and I 

learned about arranging flowers and the American Association of University Women. I decided that 

evening that I would join this group, and I have never regretted it. It was a chance to do something new 

and meaningful in my life that had nothing to do with men. I formed friendships for life. 
 

At the first meeting I was welcomed again and asked if I would like to be on the social committee as a 

hostess. Each time I would hostess with a different group of women and was impressed with the age 

range.  At 30 I was one of the younger members and some of our members were in their 50s or 60s and 

still very active! Over the years I got to know them all and appreciated their guidance and energy. The 

best way to enjoy the association was to get involved so I helped with finding speakers for the “Money 

Talks” initiative in the early 80s, chaired the Book Sale for 5 years, was treasurer and then President of 

our branch. I also served on the board of AAUW-WI. I learned to become a leader. 
 

It wasn’t until I started attending State, Regional, and National Conferences that I learned the 

importance of AAUW. At these meetings I met and discussed issues that affect women and girls all over 

the world. It was a chance to network with leaders from other branches and share ideas that had 

energized other branches. I became mission driven. 
 

Back in the 1990s, AAUW was a member of the IFUW (International Federation of University Women), 

and we made a connection with the Netherlands group VVAO (Dutch version of AAUW). We hosted 

Dutch visitors in 1992, and then a group of us were hosted in VVAO homes to learn about their culture 

and country. I was lucky to be part of the exchanges in both 1994 and 1996. Upon returning to Janesville 

we gave a presentation to our branch members, and some members started a Netherlands Interest Group 

that was active for many years. To this day I still keep in touch with many of our hostesses and their 

families.  I gained knowledge and made international connections. 
 

You may not know that The Diversity Action Team of Rock County was formed from an AAUW 

Initiative for Diversity in 1995 called “Adelante” and is now a county-wide organization. Networking 

like we did with the Woman’s Club last fall for the National Trust for Historical Preservation Grant or 

more recently with the League of Women Voters for the Centennial of the 19th Amendment and with 

other local organizations creates visibility for AAUW in the community. I feel connected to my 

community. 
 

If you are still reading this, you’re probably thinking, “Okay, so what’s she getting at anyway?” As 

membership VP, I’m trying to figure out how do we retain our membership and find new members? 

These are just some of the things I have gained by being a branch member. In the 1990s we had over 

100 members and now we are 50. I know personally that if you get involved, you stay involved.  
 

You are an important part of our membership team. With Covid-19 it is even more difficult, but we can 

adjust. You can make an effort to come to the October Branch Zoom Meeting on Gerrymandering. Ask 

a friend to join the meeting with you. Come to one of the “Fresh Air” lunches in the park, and bring a 

friend or contact a new member to come along with you. If you know of someone who was a member, 

contact her to come to the Zoom meeting. At a minimum, find out why she dropped her membership and 

let me know. Was it lack of time, financial reasons, health issues, disinterest…?  It’s important that we 

know as maybe we can keep it from happening to other members. 
 

When we are able to gather again, we will try new member gatherings and events. Until then we can 

keep sending invitations to our meetings. If you have other ideas, please share them. Thanks for reading. 

 
 



  

 



 

  

‘Twas the Night of the Branch Meeting 
 

‘Twas the night of the branch meeting, when all though 

the town 

Each board member sadly was wearing a frown. 

The speakers were lined up, the snacks all arranged 

And now news was out there that made them deranged. 
 

The minutes were published by Leah with flair, 

Carole S. and Nancy A. had arranged every detail with 

care. 

Wendy T. and Leslie had greeters with smiles 

And Nancy Moskal’s report showed our money in 

piles. 
 

When on the news there arose such a clatter 

I sprang from my car to see what was the matter. 

A virus was lurking we soon all discovered 

And more and more bad news was uncovered. 
 

Our book groups, our meetings, committees, and more 

Tech Savvy and interest groups had all shut the door. 

More rapid than eagles the germs would all spread 

So we stayed home and sat on our couches instead. 
 

But wait. Not to worry…these women are smart. 

They learn and they think and they always take heart. 

Can’t get outside? No problem…no doom. 

And one by one all were invited to Zoom! 
 

Diane, Lisa, Ann P., Paula F., and Nancy M. 

All met with committees by iPad and phone. 

They figured out virtual backgrounds and such 

And did it all without complaining. Well not much. 
 

Pat P. set the branch Zoom meeting…a first done this 

way 

So we could install our new leaders that day. 

Now Nancy A., Nancy M., Leslie, and Leah, 

Lisa, Ann R. and Ann P. new traditions now carry. 
 

So as we go forward let’s all take a pause 

To realize that still we share one great cause. 

From home or from outside we show that we care, 

Working together for justice and all that is fair. 

 
 

Adapted by Becky O’Connor, 

 Appleton AAUW 

(Janesville names 

 inserted by Carole S.) 
 

    Jingle Bell  
Holiday Auction 
 

ALERT: Preparation for our November Jingle Bell 

Bidding: Holiday Auction 
 

AAUW-Janesville has a Holiday Auction every 

other year, and 2020 is the year. In keeping with 

everything else during 2020, this year’s auction 

will look different. The plan is to hold the auction 

online. You will receive further details as to how 

you will be able to participate. But right now the 

important information is that your donations for the 

auction will need to be dropped off at Carole 

Salinas’s home between Monday, November 9th 

and Thursday, November 12th. Please contact 

Carole to make arrangements for dropping off 

items (csalinas3767@gmail.com or 608-201-1790). 

You will need to provide information about the 

item(s) and an estimated value. This information 

will be used to enter items on the 32 Auction 

website. 
  

        Nancy Arnold 
        Co-president 
 

Public Policy 

Our state public policy event was held virtually on 

August 25th and 26th this year.  

Please take the time to go to AAUW-wi.aauw.net to 

view the session The Maps Mess in Wisconsin in 

preparation for our October branch meeting on 

gerrymandering.   

View How to Become an Informed Voter and 

Educate Others and Get Out the Vote (GOTV) 

During a Pandemic for our upcoming election.  

The speakers were knowledgeable and interesting, 

and the sessions are worth your time.    

Carol Watson 

Public Policy Chair 
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Someone need a bit of Sunshine? 

If you know that one of our members could use a bit of sunshine please let Kathy 

Thostenson know (kthostens@yahoo.com). 

She is our Sunshine Chair and will send congratulations, get-well, sympathy, or 

other messages on behalf of the members of AAUW Janesville. 

 

Diversity Action Team Program 
 

Oct. 15 – So You Think You Can Vote?   
 

Contact Leslie Brunsell if you  

would like to participate in the 

Zoom meeting in October. 

608 201 2100 
  

 

The Foundation for the Preservation of 108 S. 

Jackson St. held their quarterly board meeting on 

September 21. The following items were discussed: 

• The Woman’s Club building will remain 

closed for the present. If there is an urgent 

reason you need to be in the building, please 

call ahead so Ellen knows you are coming. 

Masks are required inside the building. 

Please do not enter Ellen’s office. 

• Much of the repair work on the building has 

been completed and paid for by the grant we 

received from the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. The next project will be the 

repairs to the balustrade. Additional outdoor 

lighting will also be installed. 

• The annual fund letter will be coming in 

October. Like the Spring Fundraiser, the 

money raised during October goes toward 

operating the building (heat/AC, electricity, 

water, snow removal/lawn mowing, and 

employee wages). Please watch for this 

letter in the mail. 

• A socially-distanced Grounds Clean-up will 

be Sat., Nov. 7 (9:00 – 11:00). We need 

volunteers from AAUW to help with raking, 

sweeping, weeding, etc. We also welcome 

donations of lawn waste bags or cash for 

purchasing lawn care products. 

 

October and November Book 

Discussions 

At 7:00 pm on October 20, the book club will 

gather for a Zoom meeting to discuss The Whole 

Town’s Talking by Fannie Flagg. This is a funny, 

gentle story that has been compared to the play, 

Our Town by Thornton Wilder. Ann Petersen will 

lead our discussion. This book is available in 

hardcover, paperback, audiobook, and ebook 

formats. Copies are available at the Hedberg 

Library. At this meeting we will also choose books 

to read for January, February, and March 2021. 

Note: there will be no book club choice for 

December.  

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas is a multiple 

award winning novel that touches on many issues 

related to the Black Lives Matter movement. Judy 

Adler will lead us in what will surely be an 

interesting discussion on November 17 at 7:00 pm 

via Zoom. This book is available in hardcover, 

paperback, audiobook, LARGE PRINT, ebook, and 

video/DVD. Hedberg Library has multiple copies 

of this title.  

We hope that you will join us for our book club 

meetings. To receive a Zoom invitation to one or 

both meetings, please contact Ann Petersen at 

apetersen608@gmail.com. 

  



 

  

 



 

 

  

Vote Signs and Masks: Scholarship 

Fundraising Report 
 

As you know, we canceled the book sale for this fall 

due to the COVID pandemic. Instead we have been 

busy selling vote yard signs, as well as face masks with 

women’s suffrage, voting, and patriotic colors and 

designs. At this point we have cleared over $4,300. 

Yeah!!! Thanks to everyone who has donated to the 

fund, or purchased a sign or mask. 

A special thank you goes to Pat Logterman for making 

the masks, Diane Adams for designing the vote yard 

sign, Carole Salinas for orchestrating the printing, 

Nancy Arnold for taking orders, and the members who 

helped with the sale. It turned out to be a great 

alternative to having our book sale this year. 

We still have 12 signs and 2 masks (x-small) left. If 

you, or someone you know, would want to purchase 

one, please contact Carole at csalinas3767@gmail.com 

or call 608-201-1790. 

 

An Opportunity to Sell Some of our Used Books 
 

The Book Sale Committee met with Bob Squires, a 

book seller/vendor from Pecatonica, at the Olde 

Towne Mall in September. He buys and sells 

books on Amazon and e-Bay. He offered to buy a 

considerable amount of our inventory. The AAUW 

Board voted unanimously to accept his offer to buy 

selected books at our usual price of $1 for 

paperbacks and $2 for hardbacks. He was 

contacted with our decision and will be getting 

back to us by October 1. We will meet with him 

again as he chooses books that he can resell. He 

probably will not take all of our books, but it will 

certainly help our scholarship fund.  
 

No other decision has been made about future sales 

or donations at this time. If and when another 

Book Sale takes place (Fall 2021?), we will let 

people know when we can accept donations of 

used books 
 

Thank you to Diane Adams, Ann Peterson, Nancy 

Arnold, and Carole Salinas for your time and 

experience toward this new project. 
 

Paula Flaherty 

Book Sale Co-Chair 
 

October Special Interest Activities 
Rotary Botanical Gardens: Autumn Perennials and Grasses 

 

Our September tour of Rotary Botanical Gardens was canceled due to the rainy 

weather. We have rescheduled the tour on Thursday, October 1 at 11:00 am. 

Please come enjoy the splendor of the autumn perennial flowers and grasses. 
 

Nancy Moskal can host the first two guests who register with her RBG 

membership. Otherwise there is an entrance fee of $6 for those 65 years and 

over and $7 for under 65 yrs. Admission is free to those with a current RBG 

membership.  
 

Nancy hopes members will join her on this walking Botanical Garden Tour. 

There will be options to rest on benches or to shorten the tour as needed. If 

weather conditions are undesirable, you will be notified one hour prior to the 

event and the event. Masks are required inside the main building. Please visit 

https://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/visit-the-gardens/ to read their COVID 

guidelines. 
 

Please RSVP to Nancy at nmoskal@charter.net or 608-359-3138. Leave your 

name, phone number, and indicate whether you are a member of RBG. This is a 

great opportunity to invite a friend who might be interested in meeting some of 

our AAUW members. 
 

Nancy Moskal 
Carole Salinas 

Lunch in Palmer Park 

In September, we had 14 

members join us for lunch 

under the oak trees in 

Palmer Park. We are 

planning another lunch in 

October. We will watch the 

weather for a beautiful fall 

day. When we have a date, 

I will send an email with 

the details. Depending on 

the weather, this may be 

our last in-person get-

together until spring. 

Carole Salinas 
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Pat Logterman's husband Darrel 

spoke at the Richmond Town Hall 

about our signs several weeks 

ago.  The town board decided to 

purchase 2 of our signs. 

 

Diane’s step daughter has one up 

in Appleton.   

Don’t you wonder where else our 

signs have traveled to? 


