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Action Items: 
• If you have not already renewed your AAUW membership, please print and complete the 

renewal form. Write check and mail to Nancy Arnold, 3031 N. White Tail Lane, Janesville, WI 

53545. 

 

Calendar Items: 

• Tuesday, May 19 – Book Discussion using Zoom (Once Upon a River by Diane Setterfield). 

Please RSVP to Carole Salinas by Sunday, May 17 for a Zoom invite. 

• Tuesday, June 16 – Book Discussion (This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger) 

• Tuesday, July 21 – Book Discussion (The Day the World Came to Town by Jim Defede) 

• Tuesday, August 18 – Book Discussion (Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty) 

• Saturday, August 22 – Centennial Celebration for the 19th Amendment (Beloit Historical 

Society, 845 Hackett Street from 1 to 4 PM. Guest speaker at 2 PM) 

 

Note:  There is a possibility that we may attempt to have a summer branch meeting…if conditions permit. 

When it is deemed safe to get together, we will notify you by email (or phone for those without email). 

 

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

Co-Presidents – Pat Phillips                            436-3050 

                           Carole Salinas 201-1790 

VP Program -     Pat Logterman 512-203-4583 

VP Membership –Leslie Brunsell 201-2100 

Secretary –         Becky Thompson  728-2043 

Finance VP –      Nancy Arnold 756-0773 

 

AAUW’s Mission:  Advancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research. 
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Completing my term as co-president of AAUW is not wrapping up as I had envisioned! 

But I have so much to be thankful for that it won’t really matter in the long run… 

• I started my first term (2016) with a firm foundation under the excellent guidance 

of Diane Adams and Emily Scheunemann. I will wrap up by leaving our branch in 

the creative and competent hands of Carole Salinas and Nancy Arnold. 

• Every AAUW member, every day, wants AAUW to be successful and is willing 

to step up. 

• The friendships forged in hard work, determination, and clear vision of a better 

future will last my lifetime. 

I had three goals when I started as co-president in 2016. 

• Increase branch membership. 

• Increase the visibility of our work doing good things for girls and women. 

• Collaborate with other organizations that share our values and goals. 

While I truly believe that a fully accomplished goal represents a bar set too low, I feel 

good about the accomplishments Janesville AAUW has achieved. Membership is 

increasing, we’re visible in the media more often, and have forged alliances with other 

organizations through programs, activities, and important community work. This year we 

welcomed seven new members. We were instrumental in earning the grant for the 

Woman’s Club Revive 108 project. We formed a new partnership with UW-Whitewater 

for Tech Savvy for which nearly 100 girls and over 60 parents registered. It wasn’t 

canceled…merely postponed. 

I have good reason to express my heartfelt thanks to the officers, members, and friends of 

Janesville AAUW. We have accomplished much together in these years that passed too 

quickly. 

In my next role in AAUW as Communications chair, I will continue working on our 

goals…we obviously set them high enough for the work to continue 😊. And most 

importantly…. 

You have been my friend. That in itself is a tremendous thing. 

 ~E.B. White (Charlotte’s Web) 

 



Uncertain Times 

Nancy Arnold and I are facing much uncertainty as we prepare to begin our 2020-2022 

term as co-presidents. How do we maintain our momentum? What will AAUW activities 

look like? When will the Woman’s Club building reopen? Will we be able to hold 

meetings in person? What activities can be re-scheduled and when?  

What We Do Know 

We will work toward progress on the three goals that Pat Phillips set forth in 2016: 

membership, visibility in the community, and collaboration with other organizations that 

support our values. 

We will revisit our 2018 Strategic Plan, continue to provide scholarships, provide 

engaging activities for our members, work toward meeting the criterion set forth in 

AAUW’s 5 Star Recognition Program, and host programs that promote equity for women 

and girls. 

Unfinished Business 

As this year came to a screaming halt two days before our Tech Savvy event at UW-

Whitewater, we have a lot of unfinished business to handle. Besides rescheduling Tech 

Savvy, we have three AAUW programs that were postponed. We have board officers to 

install and scholarships to present. We must plan programs, prepare a budget, update our 

strategic plan, and proceed with summer book discussions. 

 

Our Commitments 

We will continue to find ways to support our members, our AAUW mission, and our role 

in the community as we move toward the 100th anniversary of the Janesville Branch. We 

value your loyalty to AAUW and welcome your ideas to help us meet our commitments. 

 

Carole Salinas and Nancy Arnold 

Co-presidents 
 

  

May Birthdays June Birthdays July Birthdays August Birthdays 
  2 – Mary Hunt   2 – Fern Streich   7 – JoAnne Doppstadt   3 – Stacey Renn 
17 – Ann Petersen 11 – Carol Watson 11 – Becca Davis   3 – Kathy Thostenson 
24 – Leslie Brunsell 15 – Paula Flaherty 18 – Ann Roe   9 – Janet Dow 
 25 – Sally Cullen 25 – Jane Anderson 21 – Connie Winter 

   28 – Lisa Peterson   

 



AAUW Leadership Team 

 
Branch Officers for 2020-2022 

 Co-Presidents   Carole Salinas, Nancy Arnold 

 Program VP   Pat Logterman 

 Membership VP  Leslie Brunsell 

 Finance VP   Nancy Moskal 

 Secretary   Leah Burrows 

 
Committee Chairs for 2020-2021 

 Book Discussion  Paula DeRubeis 

 Book Sale   Diane Adams, Paula Flaherty 

 Book Sale Publicity  Ann Petersen 

 Communications  Pat Phillips 

 Diversity Action Team Leslie Brunsell 

 Foundation Rep.  Carole Salinas 

 Historian   Mary Buelow 

 Impact Editor   Diane Adams 

 Public Policy   Carol Watson 

 Scholarship   Carole Kies, Stacey Renn 

 Student of the Month  Ann Pedder Reilly 

 Sunshine   Kathy Thostenson 

 Tech Savvy   Pat Phillips, Carole Salinas  

 

 

Thank you to these members 

who have  

agreed to fill positions of 

leadership.  
 

With their dedication to 

AAUW’s mission, we are 

headed  

toward a strong future for 

our Janesville Branch! 
 



In Memoriam 

Carolyn Krebs, a member of AAUW for many years, 

passed away on March 10, 2020, after a long battle 

with Alzheimer's Disease. She was born in 1944 in 

Dearborn, Michigan. She earned a Master’s in 

Education from the University of Missouri. She taught 

students with learning disabilities in the Janesville 

Schools for twenty years. After her retirement, she 

traveled internationally, served as President of AAUW 

from 2006-2008, participated in Book Discussion, and was a leader in the 

League of Women Voters. She regularly drove to St. Louis, Missouri, to 

spend time with her five grandchildren visiting museums and other 

educational sites. She was very involved in theater, art, music, literature, 

travel, and politics. She was deeply committed to empowering women. She 

eventually moved to a memory care facility in St. Louis to be near her two 

daughters, sons-in-law, and grandchildren. She will be missed by family and 

friends. 

Paula DeRubeis recalled, “Carolyn and I were co-presidents for 2 years 

(2006-2008) and book sale co-chairs. One of my fondest memories of her 

include our trips to Ravinia (organized by Sue Keeney) with our daughters 

who remain close friends.” 

 

 



 

AAUW Membership Forms were sent as an attachment 
along with the Impact. 

The sooner you renew, the easier it is  
for the Finance VP and the board to  

draft a budget for next year. 
Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

  

Public Policy 

We are in unprecedented times. As the intelligent women you are, I do not need to remind you of the importance of our 

upcoming election, or of the importance of staying current and informed on critical topics at the local, state, and national level. 

Recently, your focus may have shifted almost entirely to issues surrounding COVID-19, and that is understandable. At some 

point, however, things will settle down and our civic responsibilities to be informed voters on all issues will re-emerge.  

Take time to read or reread AAUW’s public policies. Doing so is a good reminder of some of the reasons you probably chose 

to become a member in the first place. 

AAUW’s Public Policy Priorities underscore the mission to advance gender equity for women and girls through research, 

education, and advocacy. These priorities are adopted every two years by every-member vote. They establish the federal action 

issues on which AAUW members across the country focus their advocacy efforts and guide the work of the national staff. At 

the local level, we should also use the Public Policy Priorities to inform our advocacy efforts on state and local issues. The 

positions are shaped by AAUW’s commitment to being nonpartisan and fact-based, and to acting with integrity...ideal 

behaviors to model for our families, communities, and elected representatives. Visit www.aauw.org for complete information 

on AAUW Public Policy Priorities. Until we can meet again in person, stay well and stay informed.  

Visit www.aauw.org for complete information on AAUW Public Policy Priorities. Until we can meet again in person, stay well 

and stay informed.  

Carol Watson 

Public Policy Chair 

 

http://www.aauw.org/
http://www.aauw.org/


  Amazing Support for Tech Savvy 

We would like to acknowledge our Janesville AAUW 

members who so graciously gave of their time, talents, 

and financial support for Tech Savvy 2020. Although 

the program was postponed due to the coronavirus, it 

will be rescheduled when it is safe to do so.  

A Grateful Thank You to the following 

Branch Members 

Curriculum and Volunteer Committee: Leslie 

Brunsell, Emily Scheunemann 

Fundraising Committee: Pat Phillips, Cindy Jensen 

Marketing and Outreach Committee: Carole Salinas, 

Alison Bjoin, Nancy Moskal, Lisa Peterson, Carol 

Watson 

Corporate Sponsorship: Carol Watson of Watson Ace 

Hardware, Lake Mills 

Program Booklet and Posters: A special thank you to 

Diane Adams for her creativity in designing the 

program booklet and posters. 

Volunteers, Donations, and other support: Diane 

Adams, Judy Adler, Jane Anderson, Janet Arndt, Nancy 

Arnold, Leslie Brunsell, Paula DeRubeis, Paula 

Flaherty, Edie Hendrickson, Pat Logterman, Joan Malin, 

Evon Mitchell, Nancy Moskal, Ann Petersen, Lisa 

Peterson, Emily Scheunemann, Kathy Thostenson, 

Wendy Tupper, Melody Wachter 

 

 

 

 

Thinking Ahead…Mark Your 

Calendar 

 

During our coronavirus seclusion, we’ve been 

busy reading, doing puzzles, baking, cleaning, 

gardening, working on projects, but we really 

miss the people-touch. Ann Petersen and Leslie 

Brunsell have filled that void by learning to 

Zoom. Through Zoom meetings, they are 

participating in a new adventure to promote 

voting and educate our Rock County residents 

on how the 19th Amendment came to be. 

 

They Persisted: A 100th Birthday 

Party for the 19th Amendment 

 

The Beloit League of Women Voters is planning 

a centennial celebration on Saturday, August 

22nd at the Beloit Historical Society, 845 Hackett 

Street from 1 to 4 PM. Simone Munson from the 

Wisconsin Historical Society will speak at 2 PM. 

There will be displays, music, and food on the 

grounds. Several Janesville LWV women who 

performed at JPAC last June 10th will come 

dressed in historical costumes for that era and 

wander the grounds and engage with attendees 

as their character. 

 

We hope that by August 22nd we will be able to 

get out of our houses and enjoy this celebration 

together. It’s a perfect opportunity to enlighten 

your children, grandchildren, or your favorite 

neighbor with a fun event. We plan to have an 

AAUW-Janesville table to attract and encourage 

other Rock County women to join our branch. 

 

 

 



 

  

New Vision for Student of the Month

Editor’s note: Ann Reilly has agreed to take over Student of the Month. This committee has been inactive 

for the past year, and she has offered several ideas to rejuvenate our important work to recognize local 

students.  

I would like to see the Student of the Month award acknowledge a greater diversity of student achievements 

with a focus on leadership and contributions to school and local communities. 

The typical Student of the Month award recognizes students for academic achievements, participation in 

student clubs or athletics, community service, and preparation for their next academic journey. With 

guidance from AAUW officers and membership, I would like to see the student of the month award 

acknowledge a greater diversity of student achievements. While some students will attain high levels of 

professional success as adults, most people will make a difference in their small corner of the world. 

With this thought in mind, I would like to see the Student of the Month award acknowledge a broader 

spectrum of students. We could consider students of lesser academic achievements who have made a 

significant contribution to their high school or local community or who have overcome a significant 

personal challenge. Could a special education student be a student of the month?  

I’d like to think so. 

Ann Reilly 

Student of the Month Chair  

 

Summer Book Discussion Sets Selections 

In June, we will read This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger. Our July book is 

The Day the World Came to Town by Jim Defede. In August, we will read Nine 

Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty. AAUW’s book discussions are the third 

Tuesday of the month. During the summer, we usually have a potluck dinner at 6 

pm followed by book discussion. Due to the possibility of social distancing 

continuing into the summer, we cannot finalize plans for the summer at this time. If 

we are unable to meet in person, we will continue to use Zoom. For more 

information, contact Paula at paulalderubeis@gmail.com.   
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Four AAUW-Janesville Scholarship Recipients Chosen 

 for 2020 

 
Abbie Krause, an Edgerton High School graduate, will major in Animal Science and minor in 

Business, at University of Wisconsin River Falls. Abbie’s goal is to work in veterinary science. 

She is receiving the AAUW Mary Hunt Tribute Scholarship. 

 

Marissa Lambert, a Parker High School graduate, plans to study nursing so she can in her words, 

“better the lives of others.” She plans to study at Edgewood College in Madison, WI. Marissa is 

receiving the AAUW 95th Anniversary Scholarship. 

 

Olivia Luster, a Craig High School graduate, intends to major in Communications and Music 

Education with a minor in Spanish. Olivia states that her major is very “versatile”. She plans to 

attend Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. She is receiving the AAUW Karel Cripe Tribute 

Scholarship. 

 

Meghan Price, a Milton High School graduate, plans a major in political science and journalism 

at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She appreciates the powerful actions her generation has 

taken to change the present and the future. Meghan is receiving the AAUW Barbara Bobzien 

Tribute Scholarship. 

 

AAUW scholarships are funded by proceeds from our annual used book sale. We thank the 

members of the Janesville area communities that donate books and make purchases and cash 

donations at our sale. We are delighted to be able to return that support in the form of 

scholarships to students in those communities. The 2020 AAUW Used Book Sale will be held at 

the Olde Towne Mall the first two weekends in November. 

 

AAUW’s mission is advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and 

research. 

 

Carole Kies 

Scholarship Committee Chair 

 

  

  Abbie Krause 
Marissa Lambert 

Olivia Luster 

      Meghan Price 



Thank you, 2019-20 Officers and Chairs 

Thank you to our 2019-20 officers and committee chairs. We are grateful for your hard work, 

creativity, and dedication to Janesville AAUW. Several leaders are leaving their current positions 

and others are transitioning to new roles. 

Pat Phillips 

 

A huge thank you to Pat Phillips who is completing her second term as co-

president. Under her leadership, we drafted a new Strategic Plan, updated 

our Branch Policies, initiated Stay Safe programs at our city high schools, 

celebrated our 95th anniversary, revitalized the landscaping at the 

Woman’s Club, and actively participated in Vote My Main Street grant 

application. Pat also secured funding for Tech Savvy. Pat was instrumental 

in initiating all of these major projects during her four years as co-

president. She will continue to serve our branch as Communications Chair 

and Tech Savvy Co-chair. 

 
Janet Dow 

This is Janet’s final issue as co-editor of our Impact. She has held this 

position since 2007-2008. Janet has been organizing articles, inserting 

graphics, and doing the layout for four issues per year or a total of 

over 50 Impacts! Thanks for your dedication! 

 
 

 

 

Becky Thompson 

Becky agreed to fill the second year of Paula Flaherty’s term as secretary when Paula stepped up 

to co-chair the Book Sale. Thank you for your great secretarial skills this past year. 

 

 

 

 



Switching Roles or Continuing as Officers 

Nancy Arnold 

Nancy Arnold has served as Finance VP since 2017-2018. Among 

her biggest duties were overseeing our general operating budget, 

managing the book sale finances, scholarship payments, and 

membership renewals. Nancy is moving from Finance VP to the 

position of co-president for 2020-2022. 

 
 

 

 

 

Nancy Moskal 

Nancy Moskal has served as Publicity Chair for three years 

beginning in 2017-2018. She has sent notices of our branch 

meetings and other activities to a variety of local media outlets. 

Nancy is leaving this position as she steps into her new role as 

Finance VP. 

 

  

Carole Salinas  

Carole Salinas has been Co-President with Pat 

Phillips and now continues as our co-president for 

2020-2022 with Nancy Arnold as her new partner.  

She is active and involved in all aspects of AAUW’s 

mission. 



 

 

  

Pat Logterman   

Pat Logterman begins her term as Program Vice 

President.  Her responsibilities involve programming for 

our Branch meetings. 

Leslie Brunsell 

Leslie continues her role as VP Membership.  

She has responsibilities to support our members 

and encourage our Branch to grow. 

Leah Burrows 

Leah Burrows begins her 2020-2022 term as 

Secretary for our Branch.  She will be 

keeping accurate notes from Board Meetings 

which act as a record of decisions made.  



WOW! WHAT A RIDE! 

2019-20 was a busy, crazy year for AAUW. There was fun, hard work, adventure, grand 

accomplishments, good times with good friends, and a few disappointments. 

September: We were busy, busy with the kick-off of AAUW Book Discussion, interest group 

trips and events, a new year of programs focusing on women and girls, and final landscape 

touches.  

October: A grand Revive 108 weekend with an elegant open house, plein air painters, 

Pumpkinfest, and daily voting by AAUW members, families and friends helped put the Woman’s 

Club in first place in the “Vote Your Main Street” grant competition. I know I should feel badly 

that we beat out the Girls Scouts…. but I don’t 😊. And hundreds of hours of work by members, 

JETS, and RECAP helpers resulted in an outstanding used book sale to fund several scholarships 

for local students. 

November: Members were busy in the community sharing the extra books from the book sale 

with ECHO, Gifts, Salvation Army, YWCA, and House of Mercy and supporting the Stay Safe 

personal safety program at Rock River Charter School. We can’t say thank you enough to the 

members who give their time, energy, and expertise for impactful projects such as these. 

January: AAUW members were treated to a change of pace for the January meeting with two 

events in the same day—one program presented by Rock University students at their school and a 

second on Cyber Safety at Hedberg Public Library. Several members participated in the annual 

Martin Luther King celebration at Blackhawk Technical College during which AAUW member, 

Leslie Brunsell, was honored for her work on justice and equity. 

February: State Assembly Representative Deb Kolste talked with members about women’s 

health issues and how government action (or inaction) impacts women in Wisconsin. Many 

members attended the Centennial Luncheon sponsored by the League of Women Voters to hear 

Meagan Wolfe, Wisconsin Elections Commission Administrator, talk about election security in 

Wisconsin. 

Spring: Cancellations and disappointments dominated our lives. A program on Title IX, several 

interest-group activities, the state AAUW convention, Derby Days Luncheon, and Tech Savvy all 

fell by the wayside as we mobilized to keep our members and community safe from COVID-19. 

While event after event was erased from our calendars, a few new opportunities popped up. Book 

discussion went online with Zoom, and AAUW officers were elected online with Doodle Poll. 

We’re excited that members who are not typically able to attend some events in person are able to 

participate in AAUW electronically, and we plan to keep these inclusive opportunities! 

All-in-all it was a great year. Disappointments can’t erase the friendships we’ve built or 

the resolve we have to improve the lives of women and girls through advocacy, 

education, and research. 

 



 


