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September  2018 Action Items: 

• Consider making a donation to “Repair 108” (for emergency repairs to the Woman’s Club building including water 
leakage issues, new first floor air conditioner, etc). 

• Call Pat or Carole to volunteer for a leadership role (officer or committee chair) 

• Plan to attend the Super Fundraiser Luncheon at the Janesville Country Club (reservations are due March 29) 

Calendar Items: 
• Wednesday, March 6 (11:30 am) – Lunch at Kealy’s Kafe 

• Saturday, March 9 – Tech Savvy Workshop co-hosted by Appleton & Oshkosh AAUW Branches (Menasha, WI) RSVP 

to Carole or Pat if interested. 

• Tuesday, March 12 (6 pm) – AAUW Board Meeting at Woman’s Club 

• Tuesday, March 19 (7 pm) – Book Discussion at Carole Kies’s home (Everything I Never Told You by celeste Ng) 

• Tuesday, March 26 (6:30 pm) – Branch Meeting “YWCA Rock County Today” (Bring a friend!) 

• Wednesday, March 27 – Impact articles due to Diane Adams 

• Tuesday, April 2 (8:30 am) – Breakfast at Wedge Inn (also Election Day) 

• Saturday, April 6 (10 am) - Super Fundraiser at the Janesville Country Club 

• Sunday, April 7 – Reservations due for the State Convention 

• Tuesday, April 9 (8 am) – Stay Safe Program at Craig High School 

• Tuesday, April 9 (6 pm) – AAUW Board Meeting at Woman’s Club 

• Tuesday, April 16 (7 pm) – Book Discussion at Nancy Arnold’s home (Educated by Tara Westover) 

• Tuesday, April 23 (6:30 pm) – Branch Meeting (95th anniversary celebration) 

• Wednesday, April 24 – Impact articles due to Janet Dow 

• Friday & Saturday, April 26-27 - State AAUW Convention at Lake Lawn Lodge 

 
 AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

Co-Presidents – Pat Phillips               436-3050 

                           Carole Salinas 201-1790 

VP Program -     Melody Wachter 868-1556 

VP Membership –Leslie Brunsell 201-2100 

Secretary –        Paula Flaherty 743-0646 

Finance VP –     Nancy Arnold 756-0773 

 

AAUW’s Mission:  Advancing equity  

for women and girls through advocacy,  

education and research. 

  

 
 

Impact 
American Association of University Women 

 

IMPACT is published monthly 

September through May (except Dec.)  

by AAUW, Janesville Branch, 

Wisconsin. 

Editors – 

Janet Dow                       756-1370 

          mikejanetdow@gmail.com    

Diane Adams               815-624-7773 

rjadams65@frontier.com  
 

Articles for the next issue are due: 
 

March 27 to Diane Adams  

mailto:mikejanetdow@gmail.com
mailto:rjadams65@frontier.com


Upcoming Program — YWCA Rock County Today 
 

Tuesday, March 26   
6:30 PM Social 
6:45 PM Business meeting and student recognition 
7:00 PM Program 
 
YWCA Rock County Today 
Angela Moore, YWCA Executive Director 
 
What do you know about the programs offered by the YWCA that make our 
community safer and happier for everyone? Here’s one example from the dozens 
Angela could tell you about… 
 
Sarah (not her real name) came to the Alternatives to Violence Shelter in 
December of 2016 after fleeing a violent relationship of ten years. Sarah and her 
five children were accepted into the YWCA Transitions for Women Program in 
March of 2017, moved into their 3-bedroom apartment, and lived in a transitional 
living apartment at Jeffris Flats for one year. Fortunately, Sarah broke the cycle 
of abuse and took actions necessary to write a new story for her family. During 
her time at Transitions for Women, Sarah secured employment and began 
school at a local college to receive her Associate degree in Early Childhood 
Development. She is currently living independently and attending her last 
semester to complete her degree. She was recently awarded Student Worker of 
the Year, and her oldest son was in the audience to cheer her on. 
 
The YWCA has been serving Rock County for 97 years and currently provides 
five essential programs to our community. This presentation will educate us 
about YWCA services, programs, and their numerous collaborations in the 
community to achieve their mission of eliminating racism and empowering 
women. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:YWCA_logo_2016.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


President’s Message 

Women’s History Month 

In honor of Women’s History month, here is a little quiz.  Who are the following ladies? And why 

are they important to us as Janesville AAUW members? 

 Joanna Sutherland, Christina McLay (Carr), and Alice Holmes (see answer below photo) 

A New Day for Women 

We are only two months into 2019, and women are already shattering records and making 

history. When the new Congress convened in January, nearly a quarter of its voting membership 

was comprised of women — the highest percentage ever. And women now hold roughly 28 

percent of state executive positions. While women still remain underrepresented, this 

achievement is worth celebrating. Just ten years ago, the percentage of women in Congress was 

around 16 percent. Having diverse new voices in policymaking will matter as AAUW embarks on 

an ambitious agenda to advance equity laws at the state and federal levels. 

The U.S. House of Representatives is expected to take up many AAUW priorities this coming 

year, including the introduction of the Paycheck Fairness Act (PFA), which would strengthen the 

Equal Pay Act of 1963. It would help women challenge pay discrimination, and give employers 

incentives to comply with the law.  

 

(Answer:  The first three presidents of the Janesville AAUW Branch. Who will follow in their 

footsteps?)   Thanks so much for your commitment to empower women & 

girls! 

Carole 

Save the Date! Speaking of history, our Janesville AAUW Branch will be celebrating 

its 95th Anniversary on Tuesday, April 23.  Please save the date so you can join us in 

celebrating this special occasion. 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HeCbPkByisXaChonbrSyZlxTwUJrSNcR
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bxo84jXv45zlWlGgIPMIcQ%2BsHYNXOtMx
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=bxo84jXv45zlWlGgIPMIcQ%2BsHYNXOtMx


AAUW Interest Groups 

 

 

Dining Out  Everyone is welcome to join us. Please RSVP 

to Carole at csalinas3767@gmail.com or 608-201-1790. 

 
 

Day & Date Meal Restaurant & Address 

Wed., March 6 Lunch (11:30) Kealy’s Kafe (1010 N. Washington St.) 

Tues., April 2 Breakfast (8:30) Wedge Inn (3443 E. Milwaukee St.) 

Mon., May 6 Lunch (11:30) So Chopped (Bodacious Shops) (119 N. Main St.)  

 
 

Day Trip  (See article “A Woman Ahead of Her Time”) 
 

Day & Date Leave Time Destination 

Sat., April 13 11 am University of Wisconsin, Madison 

 
 

Suggestions Welcome!  If you hear about an event that you think our members would 

enjoy, please contact Carole at csalinas3767@gmail.com or Pat at pphillips1400@gmail.com and 

let us know about it.   

A Woman Ahead of Her Time 

March is Women’s History Month, and when I saw the article on Helen Louise 

Allen in the January 20th issue of the Wisconsin State Journal I thought it would 

be a great interest group trip to Madison to see two exhibits. Allen taught 

weaving, embroidery, and the history of textiles for more than 40 years at UW-

Madison. In 1927, she began her global travels collecting 4,000 textiles that were 

bequeathed to the University in 1969.  

“Applique to Zardozi” will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the collection named 

for Allen which has now grown to 13,000 objects. A companion show titled, “One 

of a Kind, Ahead of Her Time; The Legacy of Helen Louis Allen,” is broken down 

into separate sections: The Traveler, The Weaver, and The Collector.” Both 

shows began in January and close in April, are free and open to the public. The 

mailto:csalinas3767@gmail.com
mailto:csalinas3767@gmail.com


galleries are located in the School of Human Ecology Building, 1300 Linden 

Drive, Madison. 

Since I am gone the month of March, I am proposing a trip on Saturday, April 13, 

leaving Janesville at 11 AM and possibly stopping on the way home in Evansville 

at the Night Owl for a late afternoon snack. We can car pool and the only 

requirement is that you invite a (potential AAUW member) friend to come along.  

Please send an email to Pat Phillips or Carole Salinas if you are interested in 

going or sign up at the March branch meeting. When I return from Argentina, I 

will send more details to those who have shown an interest in the activity. If the 

April date doesn’t work for you, and you’d like to see the exhibits on your own, 

you can visit the website sohe.wisc.edu/ltac for daily hours.  

Leslie Brunsell 

 

 

Yes, I Will! 

 

A hearty “thank you” to those who have agreed to accept, or 

continue, in a leadership role when asked by the nominating 

committee or one of the co-presidents.  You are instrumental in 

helping our branch reach our 100th anniversary. 

 Treasurer – Nancy Arnold 

 Historian – Mary Buelow 

 Public Policy – Carol Watson 

 Scholarship – Carole Kies 

 Social – Wendy Tupper 

 Impact Co-Editors – Diane Adams, Janet Dow 

 Book Sale – Diane Adams, Paula Flaherty, and Ann Petersen 

 

 

 

 

 



MEET OUR MARCH STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

 

In March we will welcome Allison Blank from Craig High School as our Student of the Month. 

Blank is involved in International Club, Chinese Club, National Honor Society, National Science 

Honors Society, Global Scholars, and Orchestra. Additionally, she is a Link Crew Leader, Varsity 

Swim Captain, and Track and Field Manager. Blank has earned both a Varsity Athletic Letter and 

an Academic Letter. In the community, Blank serves as a student leader for her church youth 

group and has worked as a lifeguard for the City of Janesville. Blank plans to attend Liberty 

University in Virginia with a major in Education. Her goal following graduation is to teach 

overseas, either in China or India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March Birthday Greetings to the Following 

Branch Members 

 

  9 – Wendy Mani 

13 – Pat Logterman 

30 – Karen Grimsrud 



Get to Know the 2019 NCCWSL Women of Distinction 

Every year at the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL), AAUW 

honors notable women leaders through its Women of Distinction awards. We’re proud to 

announce the following 2019 honorees. 

Ashley Nell Tipton discovered her passion for design when her grandmother 
taught her to sew at just seven years old. In the following years, the Southern 
California native’s creative talents flourished as she began designing clothing 
and expressing herself through fashion. 

Tipton’s big breakthrough came in 2015, when she competed on Project 
Runway – becoming the first designer in the show’s 14-season history to focus 
on fashion for the plus-size woman. While that accomplishment was 
undoubtedly a groundbreaking step for the fashion industry, Tipton’s designs 
transcend the “plus-size” categorization. Her designs are bold, colorful, and 
unique – allowing women of any size to fully express themselves through 
fashion. In her work — and her life — Tipton advocates for self-love and body 
positivity. 

 

Lauren Simmons knows what it means to be a woman in a male-

dominated field. The 24-year-old equity trader at the New York 

Stock Exchange is the youngest and only full-time female broker 

— and the second African American woman ever to work the 

floor. 

While the financial industry is taking steps toward becoming more 

inclusive, Wall Street still looks largely the same it did 50 years 

ago. But Simmons is optimistic that stories like hers will inspire 

young girls to pursue a career in finance. Her advice to anyone 

trying to prepare for a career on Wall Street, especially women, is 

to not limit yourself. 

Jane Marie Chen started her professional career as a management consultant in 

Hong Kong. In 2007, she returned to the United States to enroll in Stanford 

University’s MBA program. (Her studies were supported by an AAUW fellowship.)  

Chen was particularly inspired by a course called Entrepreneurial Design, which 
presented her with a unique challenge: create an infant incubator that would cost 
less than 1 percent of the current cost, which was $20,000. Chen and her team 
created an incubator for $25. Today, Chen aims to help the 15 million premature 
babies born every year, through the low-cost infant warmers she developed at 
Stanford.  

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=G5DGGS74PIjM3Ank5K2iz9OH%2B9tu7kyi


 



  

Welcome Rebecca Thompson, New Member 

Becky grew up on a farm east of Beloit and her family was always open to having exchange 

students.  Mostly they had boys until she was in high school and she received an AFS sister 

from Austria.  Upon graduation she married her high school sweetheart and her parents left 

them in charge of the farm to work in the Peace Corp in Peru for two years. She and Dan had 

two sons and much later a daughter.  As a working mother she worked in the Beloit Public 

Schools in the 70s, as an insurance agent in the 80s and decided to go back to school at the 

age of 40.  In 1996 she received her Sociology degree and teaching certificate followed by her 

Master of Arts in Teaching from Beloit College. She was able to take her 12 year old daughter 

with her to do her student teaching in Australia! 

For 12 years Becky worked as a Third Grade teacher in Lake Geneva and retired in 2011.  She 

loved the diversity in her classroom where she taught the children of migrant workers and 

many of the Latinos who worked in the resort areas.  She and Dan have hosted a variety of 

exchange students over the years and will soon be the proud host parents of Zahara, a CIEE 

(Council On International Educational Exchange) student from Mali who is currently attending 

Craig High School. 

Becky and Dan currently have eight grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren, ranging in ages 

from 1 to 28 years.  She has a close bond with her one year old granddaughter Reese with 

whom she spends two days a week. Her goal in retirement is to continue quilting. Her dream is 

to write children’s books.  

Traveling has always been a priority for Becky and her favorite trips have been to Indonesia 

twice to visit her daughter, Sally, who lives and works in Jakarta. She also traveled to Ecuador 

with the parents of her daughter-in-law, Joy Thompson. This trip allowed Becky to experience 

Joy’s birthplace & childhood home where her parents served the community of Shell for 

decades. Living with natives is the best way to understand the culture of the country. 

Becky and Dan moved to Janesville in July 2018 when she connected with an old schoolmate & 

new neighbor Pat Phillips. Becky is an avid reader and Pat invited her to our book club.  Her 

favorite read is A Severe Mercy (Book on grief) by Sheldon Vanauken and #1 Ladies Detective 

Agency series by Alexander McCall Smith. She has joined AAUW because it is an organization 

that serves the community (used book sale & scholarships) and is a great place to meet people 

and make friends (Book Club & Interest Groups).  

Please welcome Becky and add her information to the back of your program book. 

Rebecca Thompson, 608 728 2043, rebeccathmpsn3@gmail.com 3741 Buckingham 

Drive, Janesville, WI 53546 – Beloit College 

mailto:rebeccathmpsn3@gmail.com


 

Trivia Night!        

 

      Which U.S. President got married while in the White House? 

      What was the initial intended use of bubble wrap? 

      Which of your five finger nails grows the fastest? 

 

If you know the answers, please sign up to be on AAUW’s Trivia Team for next year! If you don’t 

know the answers, don’t worry. We didn’t know them either!   

It was a cold and icy evening, but the Woman’s Club building was packed for Trivia Night! Paula 

Flaherty, Carole Kies, and Carole Salinas made a gallant attempt to answer the questions. 

Unfortunately, we fell a bit short! 

However, the evening was a financial success - raising over $2,400 which will go into the 

operating budget for the Woman’s Club Building. 

 

 

Tech Savvy 2020 Moves Forward 

Maggie Winz, Pat Phillips, and Carole Salinas met 

with UW-Whitewater’s Dr. Jessica Bonjour, Science 

Outreach Coordinator, and Amanda Aegerter, 

Continuing Education Services, on February 15. UW-

Whitewater is able to provide an impressive range of 

services to assist in planning, organizing, and hosting 

Tech Savvy 2020.   

Leslie Brunsell and Emily Scheunemann will be 

Janesville’s representatives on the Curriculum & 

Volunteer Committee with Maggie Winz. Cindy 

Jensen will be assisting Pat Phillips on the Fundraising Committee. Both of these committees 

met for the first time last week. The Marketing & Outreach Committee headed by Carole Salinas 

still needs 2-3 volunteers from the Janesville branch. We will have our first meeting sometime in 

April. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC-ND 

http://mujeresconstruyendo1.blogspot.com/2009_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 
 
 
 
 

 

  

2108-2019 Season 

 

TWO WITCHES, NO WAITING 
by Pat Cook 

November 2, 3, 4 and 9, 10, 11, 2018 
 

THE SUNSHINE BOYS 
by  Neil Simon 

February 1, 2, 3 and 8, 9, 10, 2019 
 

THE DIXIE SWIM CLUB 
by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope and Jamie Wooten 

April 19, 20, 21 and 26, 27, 28, 2019 
 

All performances at Janesville Performing Arts 
Center/Gallery Theatre 

408 S Main Street, Janesville, WI   For tickets call: 
(608) 758-0297 

Friday and Saturday  7 PM 
Sunday    2 PM 

 

 



Breakfast at Tiffany’s 

If you weren’t able to attend the February branch meeting, you will be receiving your 

invitation to the Janesville Woman’s Club Super Fundraiser that will be held at the 

Janesville Country Club.  If you would like to sit at a table with other AAUW members, 

just indicate that on your reservation form. 

In the past as part of the fundraiser colored balloons were sold and at the end of the 

event, we popped them.  The piece of paper inside the balloon indicated what your prize 

would be.  I remember searching last year for several minutes as the papers we often 

projected away from the tables.  This year will be a bit different with “Grab a Grub” 

replacing the “Balloon Pop.”  Wooden spoons will be available for purchase during lunch 

and attached to each spoon is a “mystery” restaurant gift card. 

AAUW-Janesville is responsible for 20 gift cards, certificates or donation items that can 

be used in baskets for the silent auction.  So far, I have collected from merchants 

(Helgesen’s Harpos, Cozy Inn, Maurer’s Market, East Point Pub, Wedge In, Sandee’s Thai 

Fusion and Stagecoach) so we still need 13 items to fulfill our obligation to the 

fundraiser.  Please take any donation you want to make to Ellen at JWC before the 

middle of March and indicate that it is an AAUW donation. 

Thank you in advance for helping us meet the $40,000 goal of the fundraiser.  All 

proceeds go to helping repair the north wall of our beautiful building so we will have it to 

use for many years to come. 

Leslie Brunsell 

AAUW Representative to Fundraising Committee 

An invitation for you as an AAUW sister 

I found out in February that I will be an Honor Wall recipient at Craig High 

School on Friday, April 5, 2019.  If you are interested in attending, please 

email me your name and address as I leave for a month in Argentina.  I will 

electronically forward it to the high school secretary and an invitation with 

details will be sent to you.  If you can’t or don’t want to attend, that’s okay 

too.  I will still consider you my AAUW sister.  

Leslie Brunsell   Email:lrbrunsell@aol.com  



 

Book Discussion for Spring 
 
March 19 at 7:00 p.m. The March book will be Everything I Never Told You by Celeste 
Ng. meeting at the home of Carole Kies. She lives at 740 Eisenhower Ave. Sally Cullen 
will bring refreshments and Lisa Peterson will lead the discussion. 
 
April 16 at 7:00 p.m. The April book is Educated by Tara Westover. We will meet at 
Paula Flaherty’s home at 1418 N. Wuthering Hills Dr. Nancy Arnold will bring the 
refreshments and Nancy Moskal will lead the discussion. 

 
May 21 at 7:00 p.m. The book for May is Circe by Madeline Miller. A nymph faces the 
joy and lonesomeness of independence in this feminist reworking of a Greek myth. We 
will meet at the home of Paula DeRubeis at 3932 E. Milwaukee St. Ann Petersen will 
lead the discussion. 
 

Everyone is welcome to come to our book 
discussions. Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy the 
chance to talk with women who enjoy a good book, 
among other things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-

NC-ND 

https://bookshelffantasies.com/2014/04/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

