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AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

Co-Presidents – Pat Phillips               436-3050 

                           Carole Salinas 201-1790 

VP Program -     Melody Wachter 868-1556 

VP Membership –Leslie Brunsell 201-2100 

Secretary –        Paula Flaherty 743-0646 

Finance VP –     Nancy Arnold 756-0773 

 

AAUW’s Mission:  Advancing equity 

           for women and girls through advocacy, 

                       education and research. 

  

  

 

Impact 
American Association of University Women 

IMPACT is published monthly 

September through May (except Dec.)  

by AAUW, Janesville Branch, 

Wisconsin. 

Editors – 

Janet Dow                       756-1370 

          mikejanetdow@gmail.com    

Diane Adams               815-624-7773 

rjadams65@frontier.com  
 

Articles for the next issue are due: 
 

December 12 to Janet Dow  

HOLIDAY AUCTION 
                             Tuesday, November 27 

               6:15 pm  Auction Items Drop Off and Social 
               6:45 pm  Business meeting 
               7:00 pm  “Spreading Cheer” Holiday Auction 
 

It’s that time again - time for our biennial Holiday Auction.  Our auction will not only benefit 

AAUW Funds (formerly known as Educational Foundation), but also our local scholarship fund.   

In 1885, a group of AAUW members conducted a survey that debunked the popular notion that 

higher education was detrimental to women’s health.  That first study established AAUW’s 

commitment to research, which is relevant to the struggle for gender equity. Today, AAUW Funds 

conducts cutting-edge research that draws national attention to equity issues and acts as a catalyst 

for action.  Information regarding the Funds and the work they do is contained in this issue of 

Impact.  If you need further information, please check out aauw.org for a full explanation. 

Of course our local scholarship program is near and dear to all our hearts.  It is through our 

scholarship giving that we can help high school students and older women break through economic 

barriers to reach their educational goals. 
 

This year we welcome back our beloved auctioneer, Cindy Jensen.   So bring your items and your 

checkbook and your friends and come out for a fun evening in support of a critical arm of AAUW 

as well as in support of our own work.  We always have a fun assortment of items and services.   
  

All contributions to AAUW Funds are tax-deductible, funds that stay local are not. 
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President’s Message 
Greetings! What an exciting start of our AAUW year! We have so 

much to be thankful for because of AAUW Janesville… 

I’m thankful for our members who live the mission of advancing 

gender equity for women and girls and are willing to work hard to 

ensure our success. The list is long—the book sale that raises the 

funds for our scholarships, the Stay Safe workshop at the Rock River 

Charter School, and planning for the Tech Savvy event bubble to the 

top of the list. Did you know that your AAUW has awarded nearly 

$55,000 in local scholarships in just the last 18 years!  
 

I’m thankful for the long list of friendship-building events your 

leadership team has gathered.  Our calendars are brimming with 

activities that reflect our love and support of each other. From trips 

to apple orchards and breakfast gatherings to Congressional 

candidate debates, theater adventures, and hikes in the woods, 

AAUW Janesville is building a team of fun-loving, supportive 

friends. 
 

And I’m thankful for the caring support our members extend to each 

other. It’s a wonderful group of women.  Happy Thanksgiving!  

                                                                                          Pat 

 
Calling all Book Club Members 
 

                                                            You’re invited to a Delectable Holiday Soup and Muffin Affair! 

Tuesday, December 11 at 6:00 PM 

Pat’s home at 3738 Buckingham Dr. 

Bring a small appetizer, dessert, or bottle of wine. 

Cost $5. 

Current plans (subject to change on a whim ) 

Butternut Squash Soup with Fried Sage Croutons 

Chicken Sausage and Tortellini Soup 

Corn Chowder with Grilled Shrimp 

Email or call Pat Phillips to sign up if you have not already done so. 
 

Please bring a gift-wrapped book you’ve loved and are willing to give away. Be prepared to give a 30-

second, sneak-preview teaser without revealing the title. Then we’ll play musical chairs with the 

books—passing them around the group until the music stops. You’ll own the surprise tome you’re 

holding! 
 

Come with rings on your fingers and bells on your toes (just kidding) and ready for another great holiday 

book club event. 

 

 

Please note the early date for submission of Impact articles for the January Impact.  

December 12
th

 to Janet Dow.  This date gives Janet the flexibility of getting the Impact 

done whenever it fits into her holiday activities.  The issue will be sent out at the 

beginning of January. 

 

 

Membership book correcton:   Diane Adams’ phone number is 815-624-7773 
Please let us know if you find a needed correction regarding your entry. 



 

  

 

 

 

BOOK SALE 
As you are reading this issue of Impact, the book 

sale is in progress.  Please be sure to honor your 

commitments to work the sale.  Many of our 

members have been busy for the last two weeks 

sorting books.  We have had lots of fun, but also 

have been working hard.  If for whatever reason 

you have not been able to help in some way, please 

consider a monetary donation to our scholarship 

fund.   The more money we raise, the more 

scholarships we can give, and the more money we 

can send to support AAUW Funds, which you can 

read about elsewhere in this issue of Impact. 
Pat and Carole at work 

Please give an hour or two to the Woman's Club 
Your help is needed on Saturday Nov. 10, from 9:00 -- 11:00, at the 

Woman's Club. Every spring and fall the organizations that call the 

Woman's Club home help by tidying up the grounds. Come with a 

rake, clippers, and gloves (and maybe a helper) to help us hack off the 

hostas and other perennials and rake out the leaves from the shrubs. 

We'll be happy for any time you can lend to the effort. 

  

Save the Date!!           January 12, 2019 
Mark your calendar now to attend and/or participate in the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 

Commemoration to be held at Blackhawk Technical College, Central Campus.  This is the 20
th

 anniversary 

of participation by AAUW-Janesville Branch as a supporter of this diverse community program and food 

festival. The theme is “The time is always right to do what is right” and our featured speaker will be Marc 

Perry with the Community Action of Rock County. 
 

In this issue of Impact is a registration form to use if you are willing to share a recipe at the event. If you 

have questions, contact Leslie Brunsell at lrbrunsell@aol.com.  
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New Interest Groups Are Active 

During the month of October, four Interest Groups had 

their inaugural outings   

Our first Day Trip was to the Apple Barn Orchard and 

Winery in Elkhorn followed by lunch at the Trout 

House at Rushing Waters near Palmyra.   

 

Paula Flaherty, Nancy Arnold, Carole Kies, Pat Phillips, Carole Salinas 

The Dining Out group met for the first time on October 8.  

Nine ladies enjoyed breakfast and conversation at the Wedge 

Inn. 

 

Paula Flaherty, Leslie Brunsell, Carole Kies, Susan Fowler, 

Sue Keeney (not pictured:  Kay Deupree, Ann Petersen, Pat 

Phillips, Carole Salinas) 

 

On October 14, the Theater & Music group went to 

see Nancy Arnold in the play, Inherit the Wind at 

the Janesville Performing Arts Center. 

 

Carole Kies, Pat Phillips, Nancy Arnold (in 

costume), Carole Salinas, Paula Flaherty 

 

On a beautiful fall day, the Outdoor 

Activity group met at Rockport Park 

for a relaxing hike along the wooded 

paths. 

 

Evon Mitchell, Carol Watson, Wendy 

Mani, Pat Phillips, (not pictured - 

Carole Salinas) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Book Discussion for the Fall and Winter 
*NOVEMBER 13 AT 7:00 P.M.  Our November book is The Death of Mrs. Westaway by Ruth Ware. 

This is a mystery and should be a fun read in this busy time of year. We will meet at Sue Keeney’s home 

located at 409 Longwood Dr.  Janesville. Ann Petersen will lead the discussion and Paula DeRubeis will 

provide the refreshments. 

* The date is correct. We are meeting on the 2
nd

 Tuesday to avoid the conflict with Thanksgiving 

activities. 

DECEMBER 11 AT 6:00 p.m.  Holiday  Gathering  at Pat Phillips, 3738 Buckingham Dr. Please sign 

up ahead if you are attending. Cost $5. Bring wine, appetizer or dessert. 

JANUARY 15 at 7:00 p.m.  Our January book goes with the theme of the Branch Meeting. The book is 

Into the Beautiful North by Luis Alberto Urrea.  The hostess is Paula DeRubeis at her new home, 3932 

E. Milwaukee St. Barb Bobzien will bring refreshments and Emily Scheunemann will lead the 

discussion. 

Everyone is welcome to come to our book discussions. Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy the chance 

to talk with women who enjoy a good book, among other things. 

 

 

                                      Upcoming Interest Groups 
Please join us as we continue to get to know each other better while pursuing our common interests.  

 Listed below are our next activities. 
 

Day, Date, Time Group Details RSVP 

    

Friday, Nov. 9 (meet at 

8:30 am at the Woman’s 

Club parking lot)   

Day Trip Tour of Roth Kase Cheese Factory in 

Monroe followed by lunch at 

Baumgartner’s at 11:30 am. 

pflaherty2003@hotmail.com 

 by Fri., Nov. 2 

Sunday, Nov. 11  

 

 

 

Theater See Two Witches, No Waiting at 

Janesville Performing Arts Center 

(408 S. Main Street)  Cost $16  

(Let me know by Tues., Nov. 6 if you 

want me to pick up a ticket for you in 

advance.) 

csalinas3767@gmail.com 

 by Nov. 10 (also let me know if 

you want to carpool) 

Monday, Nov. 12 at 8:30 

am 

Dining 

Out 

Breakfast at Bessie’s Diner at 

Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport 

(south of Janesville off Highway 51) 

csalinas3767@gmail.com 

 by Nov. 11 (also let me know if 

you want to carpool) 

 

 

    

mailto:pflaherty2003@hotmail.com
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  A Joint Janesville-Fort Atkinson Tech Savvy Workshop Proposed for 2020 
 

Say the word “polymer” to the average teenage girl, and you’ll likely be met with a lost stare. You’ll probably 

get a more enthusiastic response to the word “jelly belly.” Bridging the gap between candy and chemical 

compounds that make the stuff might be just one of the engaging topics girls will get to explore in a hands-on 

proposed Janesville-Fort Atkinson Tech Savvy workshop for girls in grades 6–9.  
 

Pat Phillips and Carole Salinas met with representatives from the Fort Atkinson branch to figure out a plan 

forward and a scope of work. We were super excited that UW-Whitewater wants to assume responsibility and 

a huge share of the financial burden by hosting the event, handling registrations, and securing workshop 

leaders. 
 

Here are a few details of the proposed Tech Savvy workshop. 
 

Rational 

 Careers in STEM fields are rapidly becoming the most in-demand and lucrative in the world. Despite 

this demand, at almost every step of the STEM education path women and girls walk away. By middle 

school, many girls are ambivalent toward these fields; and by the end of high school, fewer girls than 

boys plan to pursue STEM studies in college. 

 It’s time for AAUW Branches to step to the plate to help change the stats. 

Collaborators 

 AAUW Janesville and Fort Atkinson 

 UW-Whitewater’s Office of Science Outreach and Office of Continuing Education 

Timeline 

 2018-19: Form committees, set goals, and finalize plans 

 Spring 2020: Workshop 

Event details 

 Participants: 100 girls (plus a parent) from Janesville, Fort Atkinson, Milton, Whitewater 

 Location: UW-Whitewater 

 Time: A Saturday in March 2020 from 8:00 to 4:00 

 Cost – Janesville’s share: $2,000 - $4,000 (To be funded by corporate donations and sponsors) 

Program 

 3 morning STEM hands-on, high-interest, youth-relevant workshops presented by engaging female 

professors/experts 

 Lunch (UW-Whitewater catering) 

 3 Savvy Skill sessions focusing on career opportunities and educational choices 

Divvying up the work 

 Committee co-chairs: Pat Philips (Fund Raising Coordinator), Carole Salinas (Marketing and Outreach 

Coordinator), Maggie Winz from Fort Atkinson (Curriculum and Volunteer Coordinator) 

 Looking for a “core planning” committee of 3-4 DEDICATED members from Janesville (plus 3-4 

members from Fort Atkinson) to work out the details and head a couple local committees for specific 

tasks 

 Will need additional members to help with creating the printed program, soliciting corporate funding, 

gathering items for goodie bags, supervising at the workshop, ordering t-shirts, etc. 
 

You are invited to first, help us decide if this is a project we should commit to—the decision must be made in 

January 2019. Secondly, think about what role you’d like to play. We will need everyone’s help, from stuffing 

goodie bags, to proofing the program, and helping identify funding leads. 
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What a difference a month makes! 

Our October meeting was a success!  I’m so pleased with the numbers of members who turned out for 

the meeting and brought guests to hear Senator Tim Cullen.   Tim did an outstanding presentation 

based on his book Ringside Seat, Wisconsin Politics, the 1970s to Scott Walker as he spoke to a room 

of 40 at the Woman’s Club.  He also gave us some information about the second book he is writing that 

focuses on the GM Plant in Janesville, the 25 years before it closed in 2008.  

Following the presentation, Tim sold copies of his book to our members and guests.  The proceeds 

from the sale go to support “Janesville Multicultural Teacher Opportunities Scholarship” Foundation 

which he created in 2007 to grow the percentage of teachers of color in the Janesville Public Schools.  

In 2014-2015, Janesville students of color equaled 26% of the school population.  Teachers of color 

equaled 2%. As a commissioner of the Janesville School Board, Tim promoted the “grow your own” 

program to increase the percentage of multicultural teachers in our school district.  

 JMTOS is funded by many local private donors.  No taxpayer 

money is used to fund the scholarships.  Donations are tax 

deductible and always welcome.  The funds are held by the 

Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin. 

Applications are available through the high school guidance 

offices and on the website of the community Foundation of 

Southern Wisconsin, www.cfsw.org.    If you know a high school 

student who is interested in becoming a teacher, let them know of 

this opportunity.  You can show your support with a gift! Go to 

www.cfsw.org/give-now.  

 

We are pleased to welcome Lisa R. Peterson to our branch!  Lisa is the 

principal at Rock River Charter School and has been in her position for 

seven years.  It makes her happy to be able to make a difference in the 

lives of her students and have an influence on their paths in life.   Moving 

to Janesville when she accepted her first teaching position, she spent 

fifteen years teaching English at Parker High School and five years as an 

Assistant Principal at Franklin Middle School before accepting her 

current principalship.  She is also the Coordinator of Charter School 

Development for the School District of Janesville.    

Lisa earned her undergraduate degree at UW-La Crosse with a double major in English and Public 

Speaking for secondary education.  She earned her Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from 

UW-Madison and a Master’s degree in Educational Leadership from Cardinal Stritch University.  She 

then completed her Doctorate Degree in Philosophy at Cardinal Stritch.   

Family provides happiness for Lisa along with her interests in camping, reading, cooking and traveling.  

When asked about travel, Lisa said that the best trip she ever took was an Alaskan cruise and land tour.  

World travel ranks at the top of the list of things to do if she could do anything she wanted.   

Lisa was attracted to AAUW because she hopes to make connections with other professional women 

who share community interests and make a difference in our community.  As a woman who obviously 

makes a difference herself, we are excited to have Lisa as a new member of our branch!   

 

New Member! 

http://www.cfsw.org/


 

  

 



  

 

  

 

Happy November & December Birthday 
 

Nov. 5th – Valerie Harber, 9th – Mary Buelow,  19th – Alison Bjoin,  
27th – Sherry Cook, 30th Cynthia Jensen 
Dec. 10 – Emily Scheunemann & Phyllis English, 30th- Jane McBride 



 

  

 

Watch for details about this year’s State Convention in 

upcoming issues of Badger Briefs.   

 

MLK Jr. Celebration Ethnic Food Tasting 
 

You are invited to join us and have a food booth at the Ethnic Food Fest following the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Commemoration at Blackhawk Technical College on Saturday, January 12, 2019.  In the past we have served over 400 

people a taste from a variety of cultures. It’s a great educational experience. 
 

This is how it works:  Once the program is over, all attendees will be provided with a small plate and utensils.  They 

will go to a variety of stations and receive a teaspoon-sized portion of each dish…just a taste.  In the past we have had 

20 to 25 cultures represented.  It’s truly an around the world culinary experience. 
 

Please bring a recipe that will serve approximately 50 people.  We will have the tables set up by 2 PM. If you are using 

electricity, please bring an extension cord. The program starts at 3PM and the food should be ready by 4:30.  We will 

serve immediately following the program and plan to be done by 6PM. 
 

For more information or clarification, please call Leslie at 608 201-2100 or email lrbrunsell@aol.com. 
 

  Please complete and mail to:      Leslie Brunsell 

                                                       225 Hillside Ct                                               
                                   Janesville, WI 53545                                                   

 NAME _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE __________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ___________________________________________________________ 

COUNTRY/CULTURE YOU REPRESENT ______________________________________ 

WHAT YOU’RE SERVING________________________________________________ 

ELECTRICITY NEEDED? _____    DO YOU NEED SOMEONE TO HELP SERVE IT?________ 

Please return by January 10, 2019 
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October 2018 

Solidarity — The Heart of the Legal Advocacy Fund 
An important role of AAUW’s legal advocacy work is demonstrating the real-life impact of pay discrimination 

on people. One such person is Zoe Spencer, Ph.D., a professor of sociology at Virginia State University (VSU), 

who is suing the university alleging wage discrimination and retaliation under the Equal Pay Act of 1963 and 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
 

Spencer originally filed her case in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. In April 2017, 

the case survived a motion to dismiss brought by VSU. Ultimately, Spencer’s claim was dismissed with 

prejudice because the lower court determined that Spencer was not comparing her salary to that of the right 

colleagues as an appropriate measure of skill, effort, and responsibility for equal pay purposes. This forced 

Spencer to appeal her claim to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. 
 

On October 31, 2018 at 9:30 am, Spencer’s case is scheduled for oral argument: The Fourth Circuit appellate 

court will consider if the lower court was mistaken in preventing Spencer from pursuing her legal claim.   
 

Local AAUW members will Stand with Zoe Spencer and Stand for Equal Pay as they gather at the Lewis F. 

Powell Jr. Courthouse & Annex located at 1100 East Main Street, Suite 501, Richmond, VA 23219 at 8:30 am. 

In a demonstration of solidarity that illustrates the heart of the LAF program, AAUW members will join 

Spencer in the courtroom during oral argument.   
 

We support Spencer’s case because pay inequity in academia remains an ongoing problem. AAUW advocates 

for pay equity and fairness in compensation and benefits as a means to achieve economic self-sufficiency for all 

women.    

Legal Advocacy in Action: AAUW Supports Contraceptive Coverage  

AAUW signed onto an amicus brief challenging the Trump administration’s contraception coverage rules: 

Massachusetts v. Health and Human Services et al in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. We have 

previously signed onto similar amicus briefs challenging these rules, as in State of California et al v. Health 

and Human Services et al.  
 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is trying to protect women from the harms that will result from the defendants’ 

attempt to nullify the provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA), which guarantees women 

equal access to preventive medical care, specifically contraceptive care and services. On October 13, 2017, the 

defendants, the Secretaries of the U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services, Labor, and the Treasury, as well as 

their respective departments, issued two Interim Final Rules (IFRs) authorizing employers with religious or moral 

objections to contraception to block their employees, and their employees’ dependents, from receiving health insurance 

coverage for contraceptive care and services. 
 

The Commonwealth sued to enjoin the IFRs, explaining that the defendants’ action will injure the Commonwealth’s 

interests in the health and well-being of its residents. The Commonwealth provided extensive evidence that 

Massachusetts women will lose contraceptive coverage because of the IFRs and that the Commonwealth will be 

responsible for providing replacement contraceptive or prenatal care for some of those women through state-funded 

programs.  
 

The District Court of Massachusetts denied the Commonwealth’s motion for summary judgment, finding that the 

Commonwealth didn’t prove the necessary harm to establish standing to challenge the IFRs. On appeal, the 

Commonwealth seeks the reversal of the district court’s ruling, a finding of standing, and a remand of this case to the 

district court for consideration of the merits of the Commonwealth’s claims. 
 

AAUW supports this effort because no-cost contraceptive coverage increases women’s ability to participate and 

succeed in the workplace and helps women reach their aspirations in higher education, which aligns with our core 

values of access to education, leadership, and economic security. 

 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=sRu7Z2VOpZBeqa%2Fl2UAgQsijEaOGqfpq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Kgvu8L2VOWC5IR0%2BntcP1sijEaOGqfpq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Kgvu8L2VOWC5IR0%2BntcP1sijEaOGqfpq
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November / December Calendar 

November 

 1-4 Book Sale  
 6 VOTE! 
 9 Day Trip Monroe 
 10 Woman’s Club outdoor cleanup 
 11 Theater Group 
 12 Breakfast at Bessie’s 
 13  Book Discussion 
 15 DAT Program 
 27 Branch Meeting 
 

December 
 11 Holiday Book Gathering 
 12  IMPACT articles due to Janet 
 20 DAT Program 
  

January   
 8 Board Meeting 
 12 MLK Celebration 
 15 Book Discussion 

 

Student of the Month 
Marilla Smith was honored at our October meeting. 

She wowed us with her busy schedule and many 

accomplishments. She has a bright future ahead of 

her. 

 


