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AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

 

Co-Presidents – Diane Adams (815) 624-7773 and 

Pat Phillips 436-3050 

VP Program - Mary Buelow 754-0588 

VP Membership –Janet Dow 201-0965 

Secretary – Paula Flaherty 743-0646 

Finance VP – Kathy Thostens0n 754-7311 

 

AAUW’s Mission: Advancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research. 

Service Dog Training—May 23, 2017 

Presented by Alison Viemeister 
6:00 p.m. Social, 6:30 Meal With A-Peel 7:00 Scholarship Presentation, 7:30 Program  

 
Our May meeting, featuring our scholarship winners, is always a special evening! We will share “A Meal with A-peel” 

with our honorees and their families. A baked potato bar will be the centerpiece of our pot luck. Those members in 

attendance at the April meeting signed up to bring various ingredients for the potato bar and meal. In addition to the 

potato bar ingredients, we will need some appetizers and desserts to round out our menu. If you know you can attend 

the pot luck and have something in mind that you would like to provide, please email Carol Watson at 

bcwatson@charter.net or call 608-868-7412. Other members will be contacted by a committee member to ask what 

they would like to bring. We are looking forward to a wonderful culmination to our AAUW program year!  

The Scholarship Committee met on April 23 to choose this year’s scholarship recipients. They are: Sydni Brewster and 

Matayah Truckenmiller from Parker, Martin Forbeck from Craig, Morgan Grover and Alyssa Onley from Milton.  In 

addition, Linda Roehl is our Project Renew recipient.  All of these winners and their families will be invited to our May 

dinner meeting.  You will be able to meet these great young people and see for yourself why they were chosen. 

Thank yous are in order to Andrea, Paula, Nancy, Kathy and Pat who helped choose our recipients.  It is so nice to 
read the applications and realize how many wonderful students there are. 
 
Expect an interesting program from skilled dog trainer,  
Alison Viemeister.  We’ll discover many ways that animals 
are in service to humans. 
 
Our hostesses for our Branch meeting are Carol Watson, 
Pat Phillips, and Wendy Tupper.  We appreciate all our hostesses. 
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Attention Board Members 
The next board meeting will be Tuesday April 4th.  It will be 

the final board meeting for the year.  We will wrap up plans 

for the rest of the year. 

 

  

It’s spring (again!) and I’m filled with exciting anticipation of what will pop out of the ground or burst into bloom. 

Just like I did in my garden last fall, AAUW planted “bulbs and roots” as we began our 94th year. 

Now spring has arrived and we can step back and admire the results of our planning and hard work… 

• 6 scholarships to outstanding local students – sprung from the book sale. 

• $3000+.... sent to AAUW Funds – sprung from our book sale & auction. 

• 60 safer women – sprung from our first “Stay Safe” workshop. 

• 8 new members – sprung from sharing our love of AAUW 

• 50 aware and connected members – sprung from motivational programs, community involvement, and book 

club discussions 

• 5 extra pounds – sprung from the meeting treats provided by super hostesses (just kidding!) 

So now it’s time to plan the 2017 – 18 AAUW year. Please share your ideas for programs and projects with the 

program committee by May 9. We all share the responsibility of “planting bulbs and setting roots” for a bountiful 

and glorious bouquet of accomplishments next spring. 

Pat 

And now one of my favorite poems from a favorite poet… please don’t miss the glorious light of spring just out your 

door.  Emily Dickinson (1830 – 1886) was a prolific American poet. Her family was prominent in Amherst, 

Massachusetts and her paternal grandfather was the founder of Amherst College. She is best known for her vast 

collection of poems (almost 1800), most of which were sent to friends and family and only later published. She’s by 

far my most favorite poet.        

 

Emily Dickinson 

 

 

 

 

A Light Exists in Spring 

A light exists in spring 
Not present on the year 
At any other period. 
When March is scarcely here 
 
A color stands abroad 
On solitary hills 
That science cannot overtake, 
But human nature feels. 
 
It waits upon the lawn; 
It shows the furthest tree 
Upon the furthest slope we know; 
It almost speaks to me. 
 
Then, as horizons step, 
Or noons report away, 
Without the formula of sound, 
It passes, and we stay: 
 
A quality of loss 
Affecting our content, 
As trade had suddenly encroached 
Upon a sacrament.  

 



   Programming to be Planned! 
 
Do you have ideas for AAUW programs?  Do you have thoughts or comments about the kinds of programs 
you’d like to see at AAUW meetings?  Come to the program planning meeting!  We will meet in the Public 
Meeting Room at the Hedberg Public Library on Tuesday May 9, 6:30 pm. Grab a cup of coffee at the 
coffee shop and come on in! 
  
If you have comments or suggestions but cannot attend the meeting, please email your thoughts to Mary 
Buelow at  buelow_m@msn.com before May 8. 
 

 

1Sally Cullen was recognized for being a member of AAUW for 50 years at the April branch meeting.  She has been  president, scholarship 
chair for many years, a good recruiter of members, and a lifelong advocate of AAUW's mission. 

 

2Sally Cullen was recognized for being a member of AAUW for 50 years at the April branch meeting.  She has been  president, scholarship 
chair for many years, a good recruiter of members, and a lifelong advocate of AAUW's mission. 

 

Sally Cullen was recognized for being a 

member of AAUW for 50 years at the April 

branch meeting.  She has been president, 

scholarship chair for many years, a good 

recruiter of members, and a lifelong 

advocate of AAUW's mission. 

Officer Ducharme and Commander Knudsen, 

right, of the Rock County Sherriff’s Dept. 

presented a most interesting and important 

program on the role of our law enforcement in 

dealing with the mentally ill.  We heard how 

the cut in funding for assisting this population 

in our community has pushed law 

enforcement to seek new ways to help, 

including training in crisis intervention. 

mailto:buelow_m@msn.com


  Meet Evon Mitchell 

We are delighted to welcome back Evon to AAUW. Many 

of us knew her at Marshall Middle School where she 

worked with LD students in the sixth grade. Evon 

graduated from Winona State with an Elementary Ed. 

Major/ LD minor. Most of her teaching was in Rochester, 

MN. She and her family moved to Janesville in 1999 having 

lived in Rochester, MN, Alamogordo, NM and Madison, WI. 

Although Evon loves to read non-fiction she also enjoys 

outside activities like hiking and kayaking. A good book 

that she recently enjoyed was Kissed by a Fox: And Other 

Stories of Friendship in Nature by Priscilla Stuckey. Mitchell 

has had two excellent travel experiences. One was to 

Ireland and another to Israel and Jordan. 

We look forward to spending time with Evon and including 

her in AAUW’s many projects. She appreciates the 

activities that promote and support young women and 

provide young women the opportunity to learn more. 

 

Scholarship Chair Needed 

Have you ever wanted to help out with the most 

important thing that we do each year?  We are 

looking for a new Scholarship chair, as Susan Fowler is 

often out of town when her duties are necessary.  She 

has been chair since 2009, so has certainly been a 

very important part of our program.  She is willing to 

remain on the committee to help a new chair learn 

the ropes.  There is a committee that meets to choose 

the recipients.  The Chair distributes application forms 

to the high schools, and takes care of some of the 

paper work and check distribution.  The committee 

members usually share the job of presenting the 

scholarships at the awards ceremonies at the high 

schools.  Please consider volunteering.  If you have 

questions, please contact Susan, I know that she 

would be happy to answer them. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

The Woman’s Club will be cleaning up the grounds on 

Saturday May 6th from 9-11.  Leslie Brunsell, and 

Mary Buelow have volunteered so far, but would love 

some more help.  You just need to show up.  If you 

can’t make it, but would like to help, the club is 

collecting bags of red mulch before the 6th.  They can 

be dropped off near the back door. 

On May 13th, from 10 to 4, the Woman’s Club along 

with other historic buildings in the downtown area 

will be open for the public to tour.  This event was 

help last year, and was quite well attended.  We can 

have a table set up to get the word out about AAUW, 

if we have someone there to watch it, and talk with 

the people.  Janet has volunteered for the 12-2 shift, 

and has the display board and membership info.  We 

would love to have a volunteer for the 10-12 shift, 

and the 2-4 shift.  Please let Diane Adams know if you 

could help out.    rjadams65@frontier.com 
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Book Discussion Ready to Launch Summer Potlucks! 

May 16 at 7:00 pm. The book we will be discussing is The Wright Brothers by David McCullough. This is a dramatic 

story - behind the story about the courageous brothers who taught the world how to fly: Wilber and Orville Wright. 

Vicki Damron will lead the discussion. Kathy Thostenson will host the event at 5112 N. River Dr. and Nancy Arnold 

will bring the refreshments. 

June 20 at 6:30 p.m. Potluck and book discussion . Please bring a dish to pass and come prepared to discuss 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J. D. Vance.  Mary Buelow will lead the discussion. We 

will meet at Diane Adams’ home at 405 Trading Post Trail, Rockton, IL. 

July 18 at 6:30 p.m. Potluck and book discussion. Please bring a dish to pass. We will be discussing Underground 

Railroad by Colson Whitehead. The author was awarded the National Book Award for this novel about a young 

slave who has escaped a Georgia plantation and is heading north. Janet Dow will lead the discussion. We will meet 

at Paula Flaherty’s home at1418 N. Wuthering Hills Dr., Janesville. 

August 15 at 6:30 p.m. (come at 6:00 if you want to tour the gardens) Potluck and book discussion Please bring a 

dish to pass. Moloka’i  by Alan Brennert will be the book discussed. This book tells the story of a young Hawaiian 

woman who contracts leprosy as a young child but survives.  We watch through her eyes all the changes that occur 

in this time and place. Emily Scheunemann will lead the discussion and host the event at her house located at 

11703 E. Berg Rd., Whitewater 

Sept. 19. At 7:00 p.m. The book we are discussing is Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold story by 

Margot Lee Shetterly.  Pat Phillips will lead the discussion. Carole Salinas will host the event at her home at 37677 

Skyview, Janesville and Nancy Arnold will bring the refreshments. 

All are welcome and we appreciate a wide variety of outlooks and opinions! 

 

 



Women Who Serve 
 

Army Colonel Ruby Bradley 

The most decorated woman in Military History 

Army Col. Ruby Bradley “The Angel in Fatigues” saved hundreds of 

lives as a prisoner of Japanese forces by stealing surgical tools and 

using them for 230 major operations. Colonel, then corporal Bradley, 

also delivered 13 babies while in captivity. By the time the Korean 
War broke out, she was a major with experience running 
nurse teams. She was sent forward with the 171st 
Evacuation Hospital from Fort Bragg, During the evacuation 
of Pyongyang, she refused to leave while any of her 
patients were still on the ground. She got the last one onto 
a plane and was running up the ramp when an artillery shell 
struck her ambulance. Bradley later said, “You got to get 
out in a hurry when you have somebody behind you with a 

gun.” 

 

Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams  

Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N: 

Acting Surgeon General 

April 24, 2017 

 

She is the first R.N. ever appointed to the position of Acting 
Surgeon General.  

“RADM Trent-Adams has held various positions in 

HHS, working to improve access to care for poor and 

underserved communities. As a clinician and 

administrator, she has had a direct impact on building 

systems of care to improve public health for 

marginalized populations domestically and internationally.” HHS  

Join Heymiss Progress at the 2nd Annual Black Women’s 
Leadership Conference, the premier event for ambitious Black 

women! Click here for info: 

https://www.heymissprogress.com/bwlc2017/ 
“The best protection any woman can have is……courage.” 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=wgOrCQAAQBAJ&pg=PA83&lpg=PA83&dq=You+got+to+get+out+in+a+hurry+when+you+have+somebody+behind+you+with+a+gun&source=bl&ots=HHyTCOS1lz&sig=vrE9L3UBLnuRvupdPTctaWTJAU0&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi20uH59ZzTAhVCOSYKHeC1C-8Q6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=You%20got%20to%20get%20out%20in%20a%20hurry%20when%20you%20have%20somebody%20behind%20you%20with%20a%20gun&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wgOrCQAAQBAJ&pg=PA83&lpg=PA83&dq=You+got+to+get+out+in+a+hurry+when+you+have+somebody+behind+you+with+a+gun&source=bl&ots=HHyTCOS1lz&sig=vrE9L3UBLnuRvupdPTctaWTJAU0&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi20uH59ZzTAhVCOSYKHeC1C-8Q6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=You%20got%20to%20get%20out%20in%20a%20hurry%20when%20you%20have%20somebody%20behind%20you%20with%20a%20gun&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=wgOrCQAAQBAJ&pg=PA83&lpg=PA83&dq=You+got+to+get+out+in+a+hurry+when+you+have+somebody+behind+you+with+a+gun&source=bl&ots=HHyTCOS1lz&sig=vrE9L3UBLnuRvupdPTctaWTJAU0&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi20uH59ZzTAhVCOSYKHeC1C-8Q6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=You%20got%20to%20get%20out%20in%20a%20hurry%20when%20you%20have%20somebody%20behind%20you%20with%20a%20gun&f=false
https://www.facebook.com/stacyontheright971/photos/a.293036237471251.68001.292949924146549/1336020336506164/?type=3


MARCHING ORDERS PRESENTED 

2017 will be a year that sees great responsibilities for AAUW. We are voting for:  

• OUR NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• AAUW PUBLIC POLICY PROGRAM 

• PROPOSED BY-LAW AMENDMENTS 

The proposed Public Policy Program is supposed to be based on viability, critical need, strong member 

support, and potential for distinctive contribution developed by the Public Policy Committee during the 

fall of even numbered years. A complete outline of the proposed 2017-1019 Public Policy additions are 

available both in the OUTLOOK and online.  

Highlights of several (not all due to space) proposals that without definition or clarification cannot be 

properly or effectively mandated are as follows: 

Proposal 1: This change reflects an increased focus on environmental sustainability and 

prevention/mitigation of further climate change. In consideration of.8 or .11 or Armageddon, the 

scientists cannot agree beyond the scope of how much $$$ goes to grants,etc., ‘green’ companies, and 

who gets shut down for what. We could just start with Flint or a city harbor/marina where oil spots 

float in the sun. 

Proposal 2: responds to strong member support of increased AAUW engagement on gun violence. 

AAUW recognizes that gun violence is a public health crises  A Public Health Crises must be defined 

both medically and legally. Preparedness, laws in place from local, state, federal and even tribal (in 

some areas) must be addressed along with effective enforcement are just a few of the variables in 

declaring a public health crisis. The AMA wishes to begin the research to define gun violence as a public 

health crises, permission was given under President Obama. Perhaps that is the best place to start. 

To guarantee equality, individual rights, and social justice or a diverse* society, AAUW advocates 

• “expanding voter rights.” For whom; age, gender, citizenship?????? 

And finally:  

• Passage and ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. Redundant today as it was in the 70s. 

It may provide some marketing value as a cause celebre but our AAUW power and the economic 

clout it carries with it, is better spent on serious concerns like human trafficking, education 

reform or domestic violence and not backing the broad statements of political trends. 

AAUW NATIONAL ELECTIONS OF 2017 are upon us.  Your vote carries power, use it wisely.                                                                                

*diverse, different, Webster’s. 

 

Jane McBride 

Public Policy Chair 

 



  



 



AAUW MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2017-2018 

JANESVILLE BRANCH 

Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, 

education, philanthropy, and research. 

 Note: $46 of AAUW National dues are now deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax 

purposes. AAUW Fund contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Please print clearly & highlight new or changed information. 

Name: 

Address: 

City:                                                State:                                         Zip Code: 

Phone #: 

E-mail address: 

My email may be used for:    ____All AAUW emails   ____Only for electronic IMPACT 

 
Membership Categories: (please CIRCLE the category that applies to you) 
$95 Renewing or new member and you have not paid Woman’s Club dues directly or through            
         another organization (National dues $49, State $13, Branch $13, Woman’s Club $20) 
 
$75 Renewing or new member and you have paid Woman’s Club dues directly or 
        through another organization (National $49, State $13, Branch $13)  
 
$46  Paid Life Member (State $13, Branch $13, Woman’s Club $20) 
 
$26  Paid Life Member who is also a member of Woman’s Club (State $13. Branch $13) 
 
$17 Student Affiliate (undergrad) --National.  (Optional State membership for an additional $6.50) 
 
$20 Honorary Life Member who has not paid Woman’s Club dues directly or through  
        another organization. 
 
  $0  Honorary Life Member (If you’ve been an AAUW member for 50+ years) 

Additional Contributions: 
$_______  AAUW Funds (National) 
$_______  Scholarship: Supports our local scholarship giving 
$_______  Sponsorship: Helps subsidize memberships for our members based on need. 

Total Amount Enclosed:           $_________          Due Date: June 15, 2017 

  Make checks payable & remit to: AAUW  - Janesville Branch 
      PO Box 8033 
      Janesville, WI  53547-8033 

Anyone who is interested in a confidential payment plan or in sponsorship opportunities, please contact  

Kathy Thostenson, Finance VP at (608) 754-7311.  



Mark Your Calendar 

May 
 6  WOMAN’S CLUB OUTDOOR CLEANUP 

11  PROGRAM PLANNING-HPL 

16  BOOK DISCUSSION 

17   DAT 

 23  BRANCH MEETING 

 

JUNE 

15  DUES DEADLINE PAID TO AAUW 

20  BOOK DISCUSSION AT DIANE ADAMS’ 

   

  

   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AAUW-Janesville-Wisconsin-408846782495802 

 

AAUW Janesville Branch Website: https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com 
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