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To Diane Adams 

 

  

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership 

 

Co-Presidents – Diane Adams (815) 624-7773 and 

Pat Phillips 436-3050 

VP Program - Mary Buelow 754-0588 

VP Membership –Janet Dow 201-0965 

Secretary – Paula Flaherty 743-0646 

Finance VP – Kathy Thostens0n 754-7311 

 

AAUW’s Mission: Advancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research. 

 

 

Tuesday, March 28 

6:45 Social 

7:00 Business meeting 

7:15 Program: Retracing Your Family’s Immigrant Journey 

Perhaps the ultimate genealogical adventure is finding and traveling to the 

country of your immigrants’ roots. Join us on March 28 for a journey through 

history as our guest, Sharyn Sheen, describes the path of her Great-Great Aunt 

as she returned from the US to the country of her birth in 1921. And 

then, almost 100 years later, how Sharyn followed her Aunt's diary back to 

Wales. Hints will be given on how you can recreate this adventure in your own 

family. Questions about beginning the search for family roots will be welcomed.  

Refreshments will be served by Emily Scheunemann, Kathy Thostenson, and 

Paula Flaherty at the Women’s Club, 108 S. Jackson St. 
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Stay Safe Workshop a Success! 

On February18th we held our first of hopefully many Stay 

Safe Workshops for senior girls about to go off to college 

or jobs.  By building safety awareness and teaching some 

self-defense moves, we hope these girls can leave high 

school with confidence. 

The workshop was a project brought together with the 

help of several organizations.  It was a true collaborative 

effort.  The Janesville Police Department, the School 

District of Janesville, the Craig PTO, the Hedberg 

Library, and AAUW all worked together.  Now that we 

have it all organized we hope that other schools in the 

area will be interested in hosting a workshop too. 

The 33 girls attended with their mothers, or an adult 

mentor.  They learned about internet safety, safety 

awareness, and some basic self-defense moves.  They 

were provided a sway bag as they left with helpful 

information about renting, finances, relationships and 

health.  They received a flashlight/whistle keyring, and 

several other goodies.  One lucky young lady received a 

door prize of a video door bell, provided by Joe Sanks 

Insurance.  Snacks were enjoyed by all. 

In a survey attendees filled out before leaving they were 

all happy with the workshop and wanted more.  Many 

indicated this type of thing should be part of the school 

curriculum.  “This workshop was a blessing.  Please keep 

doing it.”  “Please offer every year as I think repetition 

and reinforcement is important.”  There was also interest 

in a similar program for boys. 

AAUW would like to thank all groups involved, and Pat 

Phillips for pulling it all together. 

 

 

 

 

Super Fund Raiser 
By now you should have received your invitation to the 

super fundraiser.  This event raises funds to keep the 

Woman’s Club going, heat, electricity, water and such.  

Please consider attending.  It was lots of fun last year.  

The balloon pop was fun, and there were many nice 

silent auction items.  Please read Leslies plea for balloon 

gifts, or consider something for the silent auction.  Those 

items are due to the Woman’s club by March 17th. 

Downtown Development Tours Saturday May 13th 

The Woman’s club will be open, and we can participate, and meet the visitors who might be interested in 

learning more about AAUW.  More information to follow. 



 

 

   

New Board Members 

This year’s nominating committee comprised 

of Emily Scheunemann and Wendy Mani has 

successfully filled three positions that would 

have been vacant next year.  Those excellent 

candidates are first, Carole Salinas as 

President-elect.  Carole was a member of 

AAUW several years ago and has renewed 

her membership.  She contributes enthusiasm 

and an outgoing personality to our 

leadership.  She plans to be co-president in 

2018 with Pat when Diane Adams’ term 

expires.  Mary Buelow decided not to renew 

her commitment but will “coach” our new 

Program V-P Melody Wachter.  We look 

forward to getting to know Melody as she 

steers us towards new programs in the next 

year.  Lastly Kathy Thostenson’s term as 

Finance V-P expires this year and her shoes 

will be filled with the capable Nancy Arnold. 

At the March Branch meeting we will 

nominate those women for their positions 

and in April vote.  During the May Branch 

meeting there will be a ceremony to install 

the new board members.  We thank all the 

candidates for volunteering their time and 

energy to those assignments. 

 

Attention Board Members 
The next board meeting will be Tuesday April 4th.  It will be 

the final board meeting for the year.  We will wrap up plans 

for the rest of the year. 

 

 

Impact Articles for April are due March 29th to 

Diane Adams.   Watch for the dues renewal form in 

your April issue of Impact. 

 

Dear AAUW Sisters, 
    The Super Fundraiser will be coming up in April and we are 

currently seeking donations of $10-$40 to use as Balloon prizes 

at the event.  Several of our members have sent me gift cards 

from local businesses that they frequent.  We are still in need 

of 10 more prizes and I hope you will consider purchasing a 

gift card or gift certificate from a local restaurant, hair salon,  

gas station, coffee shop, etc. It is a small way for you to show 

support for the wonderful venue we have for our meetings.   

    Thank you to Pat Phillips, Diane Adams, Carol Watson, 

Judy Adler, Janet Dow, Karel Cripe and Wendy Mani for 

getting their items to me before February 25.  I will be leaving 

on the 27th for a month so will be unable to collect any other 

items.  If you miss my deadline, you may drop your donation at 

the Woman’s Club or contact AnnTearmann, Super Fundraiser 

Chair, at anskrmaol.com or 608 921 5314 and make 

arrangements for a pick-up. 

    We are halfway to our goal of 20 balloon items.  I don’t 

want to get back from Argentina and find out we dropped the 

ball and were beat out by the DAR or Art League.  Email me at 

lrbrunsell@aol.com as I will have Internet access while I’m 

gone.   

              Hasta luego,    Leslie Brunsell 

 

If you would be willing to solicit gift certificates from local 

businesses, please call Ann, and she can tell you places that 

have not been asked as of yet. 

mailto:lrbrunsell@aol.com


 

  Dear AAUW members and friends, 

Something happened recently that got me thinking about AAUW…I was recently “unfriended” on Facebook 

because I participated in a political march. I was told that I was what was wrong with America. REALLY?!?  

All because I voiced my opinion by exercising my 1st Amendment rights?  

So, what does this have to do with our branch? I must admit that there have been a couple of times in 

recent months that I’ve felt uncomfortable at some of our gatherings…why?? 

As I read the most recent issue of our Outlook magazine, an answer emerged (see p. 6, The Political Road 

Ahead) “AAUW is a nonpartisan organization, and we have a long history of creating social change through 

public policy efforts. Because this work is often undertaken within the political arena there is sometimes 

confusion about AAUW’s political work versus our nonpartisan stance. Our work has always been political, 

but has never been partisan. What is the distinction between “political” and “partisan”? Political work can 

be characterized as taking policy positions and working toward a common goal—as represented in AAUW’s 

member-adopted Public Policy Program. Simply put, being political is a way to influence legislation and 

regulation through government or public affairs, while partisan activities maintain a firm adherence to a 

party, faction, or person. AAUW believes democracy demands work every day of the year and that hyper-

partisan rhetoric serves only to jeopardize the opportunities for reasonable consensus. We have established 

our priorities, and we will hold every elected official accountable.” – Please read the complete article. 

Our Public Policy Programs are designed to fit our Mission: Advancing equity for women and girls through 

advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. The Biennial Action Priorities include: To support a 

strong system of public education that promotes gender fairness, equity, and diversity; to achieve 

economic self-sufficiency for all women; and to guarantee equality, individual rights, and social justice for 

a diverse society. You can read the specific priorities for action at: www.aauw.org/resource/principles-

and-priorities/. 

I’m not what’s wrong with America, and neither are you. The Janesville AAUW can be an agent of change in 

turning this tide of division. So how does the Janesville branch model the kind of political, not partisan, 

behavior we’d like to see throughout our society? A couple ideas…. 

 Recognize that it’s our mission that brought us to AAUW. 

 Allow our mission to guide our discussions and efforts. 

 Focus our attention on the issues and not the personalities. 

 Be resolute in defending the rights of women regardless of where threats come from. 

 And “We have to remember that we’re actually all on one team.” (President Obama) 

 

So, I’ve decided not to dump my Facebook account. I will continue to believe in the mission of AAUW and 

advocate and act in harmony with that mission. I know you won’t “unfriend” me because we don’t see 

eye to eye on other topics….. We’re AAUW, we’re bigger than partisan politics, and we’ve got a lot to do! 

 

Pat Phillips 

 FYI: $46 of the $49 AAUW national 

dues is tax deductible! 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/principles-and-priorities/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/principles-and-priorities/


 

“Education is the Civil Rights issue of our time.” President Donald Trump 

The confirmation of Betsy DeVos as United States Secretary of Education has brought with it a lot of 

controversy.  AAUW sent a special message to all its branches. 

“Our work isn’t over. AAUW cannot stand for a Secretary of Education who does not fully support upholding and 

enforcing civil rights protections for all our students. Now more than ever, we must hold our legislators 

accountable for votes they cast and demand that they protect the rights of women and girls.”, with the request 

for each of its members to contact our appropriate representatives in congress to express our views.  

AAUW Public Policy Program states: “(We) support a strong system of public education that promotes gender 

fairness, equity, and diversity…..” 

The assumption was made by our colleagues in Washington that Ms. DeVos, because of her advocacy of charter 

schools, would dismantle public schools as well as Common Core, and Title IX, and several other present day 

education protocols.  

In the limited time, available since the confirmation, Ms. DeVos has not yet made the new administration’s 

education policies clear. Her support of Charter Schools, both public and private, in her home state of Michigan 

and her well known opinions of school choice have laid the ground work for controversy.  

There are many sides to this coin, especially here in Wisconsin. We have been well known for our superb 

university system and our high standards for education. Recently many questions, from funding to our handling 

of our special needs students, to the literacy levels of our underserved students have been raised.  It is obvious 

that there are no quick and easy answers to an education system that is in dire need of repair or even overhaul 

here in the United States. 

Book Discussion  

March 21 at 7:00 p.m.  Our book selection is A Man Called  Ove by Fredrik Backman. A grumpy yet loveable man finds his 

solitary world turned on its head when a boisterous young family moves in next door. This should be an entertaining read. 

Carole Kies   will lead the discussion. Come to Paula Flaherty’s home at 1418 Wuthering Hills. Refreshments provided by 

Barbara Bobzien. 

April 18 at 7:00 p.m.  Our book selection is Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey. This book is described by the author  as a 

darkly riveting debut novel – sophisticated psychological mystery that is also a heartbreaking honest meditation on memory, 

identity and aging. An elderly woman descends into dementia and embarks on a desperate quest to find the best friend she 

believes has disappeared. Her search for the truth will go back decades and have shattering consequences. 

We will meet at the home of Faye Andrews , 2001 Eastwood Ave. Janesville. Faye will also provide the refreshments. Mary 

Buelow will lead the discussion. 

May 16   The Wright Brothers by David McCullough 

Everyone is welcome to come to book discussion whether you have read the book or not. It is always interesting and a good 

way to know the members of our AAUW Chapter. 

 



Terry Heick . A humanist, futurist, and advocate for critical literacy and the exploration of modern knowledge, 
has put a new spin on an old adage that may best describe our present problems “The most dangerous phrase in 
education is “We’ve always done it that way.” 

Perhaps it is time that the knowledge and expertise of our Wisconsin AAUW members be brought to bear. We 
have firsthand knowledge as students, mothers, grandmothers, teachers, health care professionals, librarians 
and most importantly advocates for girls and women. If you may be intrigued by the possibilities of developing a 
special interest group on education, please contact Jane McBride at thingsconsidered7@gmail.com. 

 

Ladies Who Lead 

Emma Toft – Wisconsin’s First Lady of Conservation 

 WPT DOCUMENTARIES 

Emma Toft: One With Nature 
Toft, affectionately referred to as “Miss Emma,” spent her life fighting 

to protect Toft’s Point from developers who wanted to use the land’s 

natural resources or turn it into an expensive, exclusive resort. 

Because of her work, the ancient forest at Toft’s Point remains nearly 

unchanged today from what it was a thousand years ago. Toft also 

had a lifelong friendship with fellow conservationist and famous 

landscape architect Jens Jensen, because of their shared goal to 

preserve The Ridges Sanctuary, also located in Baileys Harbor. In 

1967, the Toft estate sold Toft’s Point to the Wisconsin Nature Conservancy, which then turned it over to 

the University of Wisconsin System. The UW Green Bay now cares for the area, and students go there to 

conduct research. 

Taylor Kilgore – Starting Young…. 

MADISON (WKOW) -- On a bustling afternoon 

at Simpson Street Free Press in Madison, young minds are 
being molded. 

"Simpson Street uses journalism as a portal to teach literacy 
skills," says 21-year-old Taylor Kilgore. "We are really big 
on comprehension and close reading." 

Taylor leads the newsroom, helping students after school to 
write and publish online articles on a variety of topics, like 
geography, science and history. 

That earned her February's Jefferson Award. "It's been amazing just to see the growth within students and that 
academic confidence that was instilled in me as a student. " 

Miss Kilgore started at Simpson Street when she was in 8th grade and now is an editor and mentor for the 
younger students coming in.  She also writes grants, runs a book club, is starting up an internship program and is 
a senior at UW-Madison. 

If you know a student you would like to recommend for the Jefferson Award, more information 
can be obtained at anoggle@wkow.com 

“If a woman wants to be a legend, she should just go out and be it.” Calamity Jane  

mailto:thingsconsidered7@gmail.com
http://video.wpt.org/show/wpt-documentaries/
http://www.simpsonstreetfreepress.org/media/HomePage.html
mailto:anoggle@wkow.com


 

 

 

 

         

     

 

  

BJS ANNOUNCES UPCOMING  

CONCERT AND FUNDRAISER 

 

The Beloit Janesville Symphony Orchestra will 

perform a concert entitled March 

Madness on Mar. 11, 7:30 p.m. at Eaton Chapel 

on the Beloit College campus. Featured will be 

Susan Aquila, playing both acoustic and electric 

violins, and a new work by local composer 

Matthew Hollingsworth, La Storia Nostra,  which 

was commissioned by the BJSO last year. Tickets 

are $15 for adults and $5 for students (if 

accompanied by an adult, they are free) and can 

be ordered by calling 931-5705 or using the BJS 

website,  

beloitjanesvillesymphony.org.  

 

On Sunday, Apr. 2 at 2 p.m. at JPAC, the 

symphony will be having a Dancing-with-the-Stars 

fundraiser. Local celebrities and symphony board 

members (one of our members, Carol Fosshage, 

will dance) will be showing off their dancing feet. 

Tickets are $20 and can be ordered by calling the 

BJSO office, 313-1200, or using the website. For 

more information, call Carol Fosshage (756-

5856). 

 

Janesville Branch Introduces 

New Member, Kathy Arndt 

 

Kathy Arndt earned her Agriculture degree 

from UW Madison and was the second female 

to receive an Agriculture degree in Wisconsin.  

She also received her LPN degree from 

Blackhawk Technical College. She is currently 

employed as a science and health teacher at 

the Wisconsin School for the Visually Impaired 

and is interested in working in the medical 

field. 

Originally from Milwaukee, Kathy moved to 

Janesville when she married her husband 

David.  Family is important for her as she is the 

eldest of seven siblings, has four grown 

children and four grandchildren.  She loves to 

travel and has been in South Korea, Russia, 

Uganda, Argentina, Europe, Japan, the 

Philippines and her favorite Costa Rica. 

She enjoys reading non-fiction and 

biographies.  Recently she read Hidden Figures 

and is looking forward to seeing the movie.  

She joined AAUW-Janesville at the October 

Book Sale because she is impressed with our 

mission of equity and education for women 

and is planning to pass the knowledge she 

gains through her membership on to her 

granddaughters.   

 

http://beloitjanesvillesymphony.org/


  
Highlights of our February Branch Meeting.  Sarah Johnson, shown on the left, presented “Hope Over 

Heroin Rock County”.  She is the director of Janesville Mobilizing 4Change.  Shown with her is a Janesville 

Police Officer who also presented, with Emily Scheunemann and Dianne Adams.  We enjoyed wonderful Fat 

Tuesday treats provided by Jane McBride, Wendy Tupper along with Diane and Emily. 



 

 

 

 

CONCERNS OF THE LATINO COMMUNITY 
 

When:     Wednesday, March 15, 2017 
6:30 PM –8:00 PM 
 

Where:    Blackhawk Technical College – Central Campus 
   Blackhawk Room (#1315) 

 
 

Join us as we highlight concerns of our friends in the Latino Community.  A panel of three 
speakers with expertise on a broad range of issues affecting Latino families in our community will 
speak on issues they see as the most urgent – and propose solutions on how all of us can contribute to 
a safe and harmonious community.   

Our guest speakers for this event will be: 

Christine Neumann-Ortiz, Executive Director of Voces de la Frontera, an organization focusing 
on immigration reform.   

Cinthia Tellez Silva, a DACAmented first generation graduate of Parker High School and the 
Academy for International Studies who is currently studying and UW Milwaukee and serves on the 
UWM Undocumented Task Force. 

Juan Jose Lopez, Board of Directors Chairperson for UMOS (United Migrant Opportunity 
Services) and Section Chief of the Bureau of Job Service in the Division of Employment and Training of 
the Department of Workforce Development for the State of Wisconsin. 

 

Free Event – Open to the Public – Event in English and Spanish. 
 

 Questions, please contact: Jose Carrillo at (608) 322-8986 or Vicki Brown at (608) 754-651  

An Invitation to Attend  

An Informative Event Presented By  

 

 

 

 

 
DIVERSITY ACTION TEAM OF ROCK 
COUNTY 
www.datrockco.org 
FACEBOOK:  The Diversity Action Team of Rock County 
Email:  diversityactionteam@gmail.com 
Phone:  (608) 756-1815 

 

http://www.datrockco.org/


 



 

Mark Your Calendar   

MARCH 

 11  Beloit Janesville Symphony 

15  Diversity Action Team 

21   Book Discussion 

 28  BRANCH MEETING 

 

APRIL 

1 SUPER FUNDRAISER 

21  BOOK DISCUSSION AT PAULA FLAHERTY’S 

25  BRANCH MEETING 

  

   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AAUW-Janesville-Wisconsin-408846782495802 

 

AAUW Janesville Branch Website: https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com 

 

 

 American Association of University Women 

 Janesville, WI Branch Bulletin 

 P.O. Box 8033 

 Janesville, WI 53547-8033 

  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AAUW-Janesville-Wisconsin-408846782495802
https://aauwjanesville.wordpress.com/

